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South Amboy To

Get $850,000
Senator Joseph Vitale, Assemblyman

John S. Wisniewski and Assemblyman Jo-
seph Vas announced last month that the
New Jersey Dept. of Community Affairs
(DCA) is awarding a total of $2,830,000 in
Extraordinary Aid and Homeland Security
Aid to towns in the 19th legislative district.

“The Extraordinary Aid grant program
acts as a sort of governmental ‘rainy day’
fund to allow municipalities to get through
the bad times without having to cut essen-
tial services or pass on the cost to the local
tax base.  The grants are invaluable in
helping local municipal officials cope with
spikes in municipal costs without having to
raise already high property taxes on local
taxpayers,” said Senator Vitale.

“I would like to thank DCA Commis-
sioner Susan Bass Levin for recognizing a
special need in these municipalities.  This
aid will offset increases in property taxes
and result in much needed tax relief for
residents,” said Assemblyman Wisniewski.

“It’s difficult to keep a balance be-
tween providing needed services to our
citizens and making the most of our tax
dollars.  This aid, from DCA, will help to
provide services, while not increasing the
burden of more taxes,” said Assemblyman
Vas.

South Amboy will receive $800,000 in
Extraordinary Aid and $50,000 from Home-
land Security Aid for a total of $850,000.

The Extraordinary Aid program gives
funds to municipalities that can demon-
strate a special need for the additional state
aid to help reduce property tax increases.
The municipalities must show that the in-
creases in municipal property tax have come
as a result of circumstances beyond their
control.

These municipalities operate on a fis-
cal year.  Earlier this year, Vitale,
Wisniewski, and Vas announced $550,000
in aid for calendar year towns in the 19th
district.

The Homeland Security Aid was
awarded in July to offset costs for post
September 11 security, such as Police and
Fire Departments.  The funds were put
directly into the municipalities’ general
budget to help pay for costs already in-
curred.

Richard J. Kosmoski of Parlin has been
re-elected president of the New Jersey Vol-
unteer Fire Chiefs.  Kosmoski has served
with the Sayreville Fire Dept. for over 30
years , and is a past chief of the President
Park Ind. Fire. Co.

In his position as president, he repre-
sents volunteer fire chiefs from throughout
the entire state in matters pertaining to leg-
islation to benefit the fire service and the
overall well being of all firefighters.
Kosmoski will also co-chair leadership of
the NJ Fire Chiefs Alliance.  The newly

Sister Mary Madeline

Sister Madeline
Remembered
By Cheryl Ruszczyk Schmid

(Sister Mary Madeline McCarthy, 85,
of the Sisters of Mercy died on November
14th.)

I remember entering a newly constructed
St. Mary’s High School in September of
1968.  The freshman class was introduced to
Sister Madeline, the principal.  She wel-
comed us and helped us navigate both the
new building and our schedules, while not-
ing we would be the first graduating class to
have completed 4 full years in the new high
school.

She stressed the rules we needed to
follow to avoid demerits and suspensions.
An authoritative figure, one most of us didn’t
want to get disciplined by, she kept many
students in line.

She was there for us in good and bad
times, and supplied emotional support when
the Class of ’72 buried two classmates dur-
ing our freshman and sophomore years.

In the fall of ’72, Sister Madeline was
assigned to Georgian Court College in Lake-
wood to teach education courses to aspiring
teachers.  Since I was enrolled there, I began
to see her not as a principal, but as someone
with a lot of wisdom to share.  Her dorm
room door was always open for a friendly
chat or help with an assignment.  Yes, she
was now my teacher, but she also became a
friend.

Sister Madeline frequently talked about
St. Mary’s.  She said she hated to suspend
anyone from school, yet she still needed to
build strong character in her students.  She
confided that a student’s suspension record
was never released to a prospective college
because she wanted that student to have a
chance for the future.  I admired her for that,
and at the Court, she instilled in her “girls”
the need to be caring educators, who recog-
nize that mistakes happen while journeying
ahead.

She supported the “Eagles,” but the
yearly unofficial football game between St.
Mary’s and Hoffman, played away from
both school grounds, made her extremely
nervous and relieved when no one got se-
verely injured.

After graduation, I returned to Lake-
wood often, and always made time for a
visit.  As usual, her door was always open,
and she welcomed local news and tidbits
about St. Mary’s and South Amboy.

Sister Madeline inspired, taught, and
mentored many throughout her years as an
educator.  Her knowledge and wisdom live
on in all whose lives she touched.

Snow Removal
Program

Mayor Kennedy O’Brien, Senior Cen-
ter Council Liasion Frank Makransky and
the governing body of Sayreville are reacti-
vating the Senior Center/Disabled Snow
Removal Program to help provide assis-
tance to the residents in need.

The program will be administered
through the Office on Aging.  The Office
will try to pair seniors/disabled with those
residents willing to provide the services.  A
fee (depending on the size of the job) would
be agreed upon by both parties before the
work would begin.

This could be a great way for students to
earn a little extra money during the winter
months.  Adults with access to snow re-
moval equipment for larger jobs would also
be needed.  Students willing to provide these
services for free towards fulfilling their com-
munity service commitments are also wel-
comed.  Please call 732-390-7059 to sign up
or for further information.

Kosmoski To Lead Fire Chiefs
formed alliance consists of the NJ Volunteer
Fire Chiefs, the NJ State Fire Chiefs Asso-
ciation, and the Career Fire Chiefs Associa-
tion.

Other officers for the Volunteer Chiefs
are 1st VP Charlie Siedenburg; 2nd VP
Steve Doyle; financial secretary Ken
Gallagher; treasurer John Rax and record-
ing secretary Al Bartos.

The NJ Volunteer Fire Chief’s Asso-
ciation is open to all current or ex-chiefs,
assistant chiefs, battalion or deputy chiefs,
captains and lieutenants serving in a volun-
teer capacity in any fire department with the
state of New Jersey.

Book Signing To Aid
Family

On Dec. 18th, Our Lady of Victories
School in Sayreville will have its Christmas
tree lighting ceremony following the 5 p.m.
Mass.  After caroling, everyone is invited to
Msgr. Dalton Hall to enjoy refreshments
and meet author Tom Burkard, who will be
available to autograph copies of his new
book, “Jack McKeon: Baseball, Cigars and
Saint Theresa.”

A portion of the proceeds will go to-
wards financially assisting the family of
Karen Dioses.  Karen is a 4th grade student
at OLV, who has contracted acute lympho-
cytic leukemia and is undergoing chemo-
therapy treatments to battle this dreaded
disease.  As you can well imagine, the medi-
cal costs for treatment are extremely high
and will continue over a lengthy period of
time.

South Amboy First Aid Squad took top honors for the best decorated equipment at the 3rd

annual Tree Lighting held in South Amboy.  Pictured with the trophy and Mayor John T.
O’Leary (c) are First Aid members (l-r) Mark Maslowski, John Kelly, Jill Shackleton and Ted
Huff.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

The South Amboy Middle/High School March of Dimes, Walk-America Team recently
received the prestigious Franklin Award for their outstanding efforts toward this cause.  In
addition to the award, the team was commended for getting the entire community involved
with the March of Dimes.  Pictured: kneeling (l-r) Tabatha Noble, Brianne Gonsalves , Caitlyn
Winkler, standing (l-r) Chris Pak- M.O.D. Central Division Chairman, Maureen Strzyzkalski,
Phyllis Stratton, Dr. Patrick Martin – Superintendent of SA Schools, Ashley Charmello,
Samantha Seaman, John Majane-M.O.D. Executive Director, Katie Charmello and Octavia
Zampella SAMHS Walk-America Team Director.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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The South Amboy Middle School eighth graders are pictured taking a break from working
at Sciortino’s during a fundraiser for the Class of 2009.  The South Amboy Middle School
received a percentage of the sales from 4-6 p.m.  23 students participated in the event, which
was coordinated by Diane Smocovich a teacher at the Middle School, and Hope Affriol an
8th grade teacher.  Owner Lou Seminski  is standing on the far left.  Photo by Brian Stratton

Pleasant Little Trivia
By Tom Burkard

1.President of Frog Hollow Swim &
Tennis Club in 1994?  a.Charles Steuber
b.John Nappi c.Thomas Tighe

2.Editor-In-Chief of
the Hoffman High school newspaper in

‘68?  a.Patricia Vari b.Shirley Zakrzewski
c.Glenn White

3.President of Sayreville High School’s
senior class in ’63?  a.Joan Williamson b.Ed
Gorchinski c.Marty Szarvas

4.This tavern was located on Scott Ave.
in Melrose in the 1960’s?  a.Bob & Lou’s
b.Melrose c.Check’s

5.Commodore of the South Amboy Boat
Club in ’78?  a.Burk Lambertson b.John
Avanti c.Joe McCarthy

6.President of the South Amboy Board
of Education in 1993?  a.Thomas Brinamen
b.Marycatherine Noble c.Eileen Ryan

7.Appointed South Amboy’s City Phy-
sician in 1936?  a.Dr. Meacham b.Dr. Weber
c.Dr. Hesseltine

8.President of St. Mary’s High’s Student
Council in ’50?  a.Jeanne Innes b.Eugene
Harkins c.William McKeon

9.Captain of Sayreville Emergency
Squad in 1983?  a.William Miara b.Mary
Jane Eberle c.John Esemplare

10.President of the Borough of
Sayreville’s Council in ’82?  a.Felix
Wisniewski b.Joseph Keenan c.William Jack-
son

11.In the South Amboy election in 1988,
the Democrats top vote-getter with 672 votes
was?  a.John Hulsart b.Richard O’Connor
c.Michael Charmello

12.In 1968, this talented 12-year old
performed at the Steele Pier in Atlantic City?
a.Frankie Dill b.Brian O’Connor c.Jon Bon
Jovi

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Kukulski Celebrates 25th
Anniversary

South Amboy native, Ron Kukulski was
recently honored for his 25th Anniversary
with the South Florida-Sun Sentinel.  Ron,
the former Sports Editor for The News Tri-
bune, (Now the Home News-Tribune), is
now a member of the newspaper’s “Quarter
Century Club 1979-2004).

Kukulski is the Publisher of Florida New
Homes & Condo Guide, and Classified Sales
Manager, New Homes.  The South Florida-
Sun Sentinel is perhaps the finest and largest
daily newspaper in the state.  Congratula-
tions, Ron, we’re proud of you!
It Was Jefferson and Adams

Avid SA Times reader, Lou Nemeth of
South Amboy told us that in last month’s
Presidential Trivia column, we goofed!  An
expert on presidential history, Lou said that it
was Thomas Jefferson and John Adams that
died on July 4, 1826, not Jefferson and Mon-
roe.  Nemeth also pointed out that “they died
within 4-5 hours of each other, and neither
knew the other died because news traveled
slow back then.”  Thanks for the great info
Lou!
50th Birthday, A Memorable One

Ray Kukulski, owner of Lagoda’s Sa-
loon in South Amboy, had a most memorable
50th birthday party thrown for him by friends
and family, and according to reports, it was a
celebration that will go down in South Amboy
history, as one of the best parties of all-time!
Happy Birthday, Ray!
In Memoriam

Christine Baranowski, 85 of South
Amboy died on Nov. 21.  She was Past PTA
President of Sacred Heart School, and also
Hoffman High School.  Bill McGowan, 70,
formerly of South Amboy died on Nov. 20.
He was the Chief Financial Officer for the
City of South Amboy for 15 years until 1993,
and former President of the South Amboy
Board of Education.  He was also involved in
many community clubs and organizations.

  Alex Panko Sr., who owned Peter Pank
Diner on Rt. 9 North, Sayreville for 48 years
died recently.  Charles F. Kelly Jr., 85, of
Parlin died on Dec. 5.  In World War II, he

was a Platoon Sergeant/Tank Commander in
the 20th Tank Battalion, 20th Armored Divi-
sion under the legendary General George S.
Patton.  Charles was a life member of
Sayreville V.F.W. Memorial Post 4699.  They
will be remembered for all they have done to
make the world a better place.

Answers
1a 2a 3b 4c 5c 6c 7a 8b 9c 10c 11a 12b.

Venison Dinner-
Feb. 26

The Independence Fire Co. is holding a
Venison Dinner on Saturday, Feb. 26th at
Christ Church Hall.  Doors open at 4:30 p.m.
Tickets are $20 and include beer, soda and
dinner.  Raffle tickets will also be sold.   Call
the Fire House for tickets at 732-727-0550.

Afternoon At The
Casino

On Sunday, Jan. 30, 2005, Cardinal
McCarrick High School will hold an “After-
noon At The Casino” in the cafeteria from 4-
7 p.m.  Doors open at 3 p.m.  Admission
price is $25 and includes Hors d’ oeuvres,
coffee & dessert.  Please contact the Devel-
opment Office at 732-721-0748 ext. 5 for
tickets.

St. Mary’s Church is currently holding
a new book sale fundraiser for the cost of
the new roof.  Orders are being taken for
“Jack McKeon: Baseball, Cigars, and Saint
Theresa,” written by author Tom Burkard,
a South Amboy resident and St. Mary pa-
rishioner.  The book is the life of Major
League Baseball’s most colorful manager,
Jack McKeon, from A through Z, jam packed
with over 125 rare photos, 432 trivia ques-
tions, facts, interviews, quotes and much
more.  It certainly has a South Amboy-

Book Sale To Help Church
Sayreville flavor, as many locals are shown
in photos or have comments or memories of
Jack mentioned in the book.

Burkard is donating a portion of the
proceeds from books sold directly through
St. Mary Elementary School or church to-
ward the expenses of the roof.
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 ★   Business of the Month  ★

ACTUAL ASPS PATIENT

Her
secret
is an
ASPS
plastic
surgeon.

Put your confidence in a plastic surgeon who is certified by
the American Board of Plastic Surgery.

Sandra J. Gatt, MD, FACS
540 Bordentown Ave., Suite 4100 • South Amboy, NJ

08879
In the South Amboy Medical Center

732-274-1500
www.sandragatt.com

• Moles   • Skin Cancer  • Wounds  • Cosmetic Surgery
• Reconstructive Surgery  • Lasers

• Also: Procedures Unique to Senior Citizens

Medicare Medical Insurance
Workman’s Compensation Visa/Mastercard

MAIN LIQUOR & WINE

Main Liquors & Wine, located at
533 Main St., South Amboy, is the place
to stop when you’re planning that spe-
cial celebration or party, or just to stock
up for watching football on TV.  Cold
ones always taste good, so if you’re in
the mood for the “coldest beer or wine
coolers” in town, stop in and visit owner
Harshey Patel and his fine staff.

Main Liquors is a modern state-of-
the-art store, which has become one of
the finest, complete liquor, beer and
wine businesses around.  Main Liquors
offers discount prices on a huge selec-
tion of thirst-quenching foreign and
domestic beer, wine, wine coolers, and
all types of liquor.  (See Main Liquors

& Wine ad each month on page 5 of
The SA Times).  This store is the place
to shop for your best buys!

You won’t find a cleaner liquor
store with such a neat appearance, and
the outstanding staff is always conge-
nial and helpful to all.  Main Liquors
features the finest wine selection in all
of Middlesex County, and is proud of
the fact that it has “the coldest beer in
town.”

Main Liquors & Wine was the re-
cipient for the 2003 Readers Choice
Award by The Home News Tribune as

“One of the best liquor stores in Central
Jersey.”  In addition, they won for “Best
Wine.”

Patel has owned Main Liquors &
Wine for 16 years, and has been most
generous to the City of South Amboy.
Harshey is always innovative with his
business, and works hard to expand his
product line, and offer even more ter-
rific items to his valued customers.

Main Liquors has had two Lotto
winners of over a million dollars, which
just might make this a lucky spot to try
your luck.

Manager John Gawron is the best
in the business, and his cheerful person-
ality brightens up everyone’s day.
Anand Patel and Andrea Manion are
also outstanding members of the Main
Liquors & Wine staff.

Remember, it’s holiday time again,
a time for parties, family gatherings and
cheer.  Football, basketball and hockey
seasons are now in full swing, and the
Super Bowl is just around the corner, so
remember to stock up with all your
favorite beer, wines, liquors and much
more at Main Liquors & Wine, 533
Main St., South Amboy.  The telephone
number is 732-721-1164.

Pictured is the fine staff of Main Liquors & Wine in South Amboy (l-r) Owner Harshey
Patel, manager John Gawron, Andrea Manion, Anand Patel.  (Photo by Tom
Burkard)

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me and
show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I humbly
beseech you from the bottom of my heart to succor me
in this necessity.  There are none that can withstand
your power.  Oh, show me herein you are my mother.
Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, I place this
cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this prayer for 3
consecutive days.  You must publish  it and it will be
granted to you.  Thank you.  -M.M.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me and
show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I humbly
beseech you from the bottom of my heart to succor me
in this necessity.  There are none that can withstand
your power.  Oh, show me herein you are my mother.
Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, I place this
cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this prayer for 3
consecutive days.  You must publish  it and it will be
granted to you.  Thank you.  -L.M.C.
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Hoffman HiLites
By Lenn Ambroziak

To look back and reflect as the year
winds down is a well known tradition for
many of us. The folks who have contributed
so much over the past six years of our
existence deserve a little acknowledgement.
With our annual party’s move this year to
The Armory in Perth Amboy, goes a big
shout out to SA/FM Ed Szatkowski. As Mr.
Ed did the bulk of the running around and
setting up the arrangements. A big thank
you to him! Some of our other contributors
in 2004 were from the C/o 1958 - Astrid
Moe - Beck, 66-Tom Gorman, Greg
Motulzeswski, Chris & Jash Jankowski, 70-
Jerry Prusakowski, 72-Terri Jankowski-
Kelly, Carol Ann Komosinski, 77- Susan
Mattsson, Joani Therleksen, the family of
HG Hoffman. In the past years gatherings
others who have supported us were from the
C/o 1938- Joe Wojciechowski, 47- Howard
Larue, 58- Gus Galley, Tom Harvey, 67-
Tom Ploskonka & Jack Szatkowski, 69-
Mary Lou Rusczyk-Kapandais, 71- Bob
Edington, 83- Dawn Falk Crocetti, J&J Ca-
tering. Our hats are off to them. The plans
are already being made for our 7th annual in
August of 2005, stay tuned for details.

“We are the Bombers – the Mighty,
Mighty Bombers!”  That familiar chant
comes to mind whenever I remember pep
rallies, bonfires, Homecoming and football
games.  That year MIDNIGHT COWBOY
won the Oscar, we watched Rowan &
Martin’s Laugh-In on television, and lis-
tened to AQUARIUS/LET THE SUN-
SHINE and Cousin Brucie on WABC radio.

Classmates have many fond memories:
Our Senior Prom - Once in a Lifetime,
Spezzi’s Pizza with the Works, Senior
Homeroom, Peter Pank Diner, The Brook-
lyn Bridge Concert in our Gym, Motown,
Gary George with a Football, Bell-Bottoms,
Rock & Roll, The Scott/Hefelfinger Court-
ship, Cut-offs and Sandals, Midriffs and
Miniskirts, Christmas Caroling with the
Honor Society, Kreiger Shaving His Head
after Losing a Basketball Game, Year-End
Watermelon Festivals, Square Dancing,
Little Spades at Lincoln School, Loniewski/
Mamrak Show in Modern European His-
tory, Class Trip to Rocking Horse Ranch,
Partying behind MacArthur Avenue, Beat
Cards, Junk Food, College Acceptance, Play
Rehearsals, Lieb Trying to Lure a Horse into
a Room on the Class Trip, Cheerleading,
Dunkin Donuts, Getting Driver’s License,
Cleats on your Shoes, Senior Musical KISS
ME KATE, Sugar Cube Corsages, Blue &
Gray Week, Bomb Scares and Fire Drills,
Fully-Uniformed Theisman Dummy on top
of the 1965 Bonfire, Summers Back at the
Clay Pits, Washington Road Marathon
Walks, Drag Racing, Chasing Boys, Wild-
wood, The Rolling Stones, National Honor
Society Acceptance, Cutting Classes &
Going to Staten Island, Sex Education Class,
Cafeteria Boycott over Pretzels, Day-Dream-
ing, Blue Jeans and Sweatshirts, Burgers
and Fries, Seeing Jay & The Techniques,
Snow Days, Drive-In Movies, Underground
Newspaper, Pajama Parties, Glee Club, Class
Officers, Sayreville Bar, Senior Football
and Baseball Seasons, Our Alma Mater,
Music Class, The Saxophone, The Hill As-
sociation, Our Rivals The South River Rats,
Sneakers, After-School Apples 10 cents a
Bite, Chemistry Class, Teased Hair, Ice
Cream, French Class, Rain Flowing Down

B-Hall, Summer Blonde, Letters to the Echo-
Lites Editor, Talking on the Telephone, Leav-
ing for College, Senior Lunch, Bluegrass
Music, The Banjo, Button-down Collars, The
Jug Band, Setting National Track Record 1968,
Folk Rock, Sideburns, The Guitar, “Pro” Dem-
onstrating Centrifugal Force, Drama Class
with “The Blonde Tart,” The Standing Ova-
tion at the Sing-a-Ling, Stirrup Slacks, Being
the Lone Female in Trig Class, The Decency
Test, School Plays, Singing the National An-
them at Graduation, The Wackos in Mr.
Sharma’s Chemistry Class, Being Suspended,
Soul Music, Early Hippies, The Marx Broth-
ers, Auto Shop, Mid-Term Exams, Awaiting
the Coin Flip, Madison Cinema, NY Jets and
NY Mets, Spanish Class, The Principal’s Of-
fice, Woodshop, Swapping Letters with Friends
between Classes, Cheating on Mrs. Dulemba’s
Typing Tests, Our Valedictorian and Salutato-
rian, Skirts Sweaters & Loafers, Beer, Police
Action after a Saturday Night Dance, White
Socks, Hunting, $500 Scholarships, Wild
Bucky the Bus Driver, Class Choices, Mrs.
Mershon’s Class with John Grabowski, Polish
Food, Doobie Brothers, Hot Pants, Summer of
’69 at The Jersey Shore, Changing the Route 9
Cinema Sign, Hickeys, Law Suit with Tom
McCann Shoes, The Student Council, Jour-
nalism Class, Driving to School, Elvis Presley,
Vests, Listening to Records, Junior Olympics,
Duck’s Nest, Retail Class, 1968 County Wres-
tling Tournament, Geometry Class, Pop Mu-
sic, The Band’s Bus, Hudson River Boat Trip,
Practicing Music, President Park, Gym Class,
Carlo’s, Making the Honor Roll, Miss Liberty
Contest, Graduation Party at the South Amboy
Boat Club, Business Law Class, Spencer/
Hepburn Films, Laurel Park, Shopping, The
Smoking Bleachers, The Junior Prom in the
Cafeteria, Trigonometry Class, Freshman
Twirling Team, All Sports, Not Taking Bailey’s
Coil Wire from Cooper’s Parking Lot, The
Spinning Wheel Film, Part-Time Jobbers at
Howard Johnson, Foreign Exchange Students,
Don’s Drive-In, Hanging Out on Miller’s
Corner, Buying a GTO, Yearbook Photo-
graphs, Slide Rules, Senior English, Milky
Bites, The Beatles, Best Friends, English Class
Discussions, Collegians, Raiding the Liquor
Cabinet at Rocking Horse Ranch, Slim Jims,

Lower Sayreville, Detention, Panty Raids,
Senior History Class, Roller Skating, Light-
ing South River’s Bonfire, Greasers, Wacko
Chemistry Class, Final Exams, Going Steady,
Cruising Perth Amboy, Guess What Time it
is Again Gang, Graduation Gift of a 1969
Road Runner, A Winning Football Team,
Girls Girls Girls , German Class, Working
Papers and Making your Own Money, Going
to Coopers & The Main, Floating
Volkswagens, Double-Dating, Seaside after
the Prom, White Fang Coats, The Spanish II
Zoo, Boehm Doing the Crab Man from Ma-
jors Pond Dance, Hanging Out at the Deli,
Rainbow Pants & Italian Knits, Civics Class,
Mrs. Fehrle”s Neck Brace, Drinking, Leather
Jackets & Wing-tip Shoes, Nixon Victorious
in Mock Presidential Election, Stewarts
Drive-In, Late Yearbooks, Our Missing
Bomb, Getting Out, Study Hall, Woodstock,
Hot Dogs, Saturday Night Dances, Mrs.
Sutton’s English Class, Decorating our Lock-
ers for each Holiday, Mrs. Marra Jokes,
Necking, Feather-Weight Shoes, Running
out of Ribbon during a Timed-Writing, Vol-
leyball, Mrs. Dulemba’s Typing Class, B-
Hall Stampedes, The Coin Flip, Burning
Rubber, Golf, Making Clothes in Home Eco-
nomics Class, Hackett Driving a Trash Pail
Down B-Hall, The New School Sign, Oldies,
Cars, Gymnastic Meets, The Grand Prix,
Acid Rock, Gymnastics Team & the Semi-
Finals, Autumn Leaves, Five Across the Fin-
ish Line at South River Cross Country ,Quo
Vadis Patterns of Youth, Track Team, Coun-
try Western Music, Penny Loafers & Levis,
Comfortable Clothes, and Hanging Out in
South Amboy.

It was a turbulent decade, marked by
JFK Assassination, the Viet Nam War, free-
love and drugs, and Neil Armstrong’s “one
giant leap for mankind.”  Opinions vary
about how strange and wild the Class of ’69
was, but we were also very special.  Surviv-
ing the sixties was a commendable feat.
Although we were unaware of it as we passed
daily through the crowded halls, all that we
shared had a substantial effect on the adults
we are today.

It’s been 35 years since our graduation
commencement on June 16, 1969.  One might

YEARBOOK – Sayreville War Memorial High School 1969
By Kathleen Strek Ayala

think that a graduating class of 432 students
could not possibly remain close.  But after
planning our last five Class Reunions, I bear
the truth of the matter.  After our Reunion this
November, it is extremely clear to me just
how very much we still enjoy each other.  We
transport back to those hallways – comrades
once more.  The laughter and caring are
obvious, and walls come down.  No longer
are there clicks, nerds, newarks, ollies, jocks,
famous, infamous, rich or poor – only people
united as friends once again.  We had plenty
of time to share and party together.  And,
believe me, the SWMHS Class of 1969 can
still do some serious partying.  After all, “we
are the 69ers – the Mighty 69ers.”
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732-721-9093

732-721-0137

• Money Orders
• All Utility Bills

"Serving The Community Over 100 Years"

For All Your Health Care Needs

Peterson Pharmacy

Now accepting payments for gas, electric, cable & others

• Film Developing
• Greeting Cards

• Money Grams
• Fax

• Medical/Surgical Supplies

FREE Delivery for Senior Citizens
132 North Broadway

South Amboy, NJ 08879

J.J. Harrigan & Co. Inc
Realtors

980 ROUTE 9, SAYREVILLE, NJ
Mailing Address:  PO Box 37, South Amboy, NJ 08879

Bus: 732-721-7500 Res: 732-721-6743
Voice Mail: Ext. 12 Fax: 732-721-4095

PATRICK J. ROCK, JR.
Real Estate Sales Representative

OIL TANKOIL TANK
REMOVERSREMOVERS

• TANK REMOVAL • INSTALLATION

• TANK TESTING • SANDFILL

• ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

ADVANCED
SITE
IMPROVEMENTASI

(732)

566-0281

Fishing Flashes
By Teo “Webbles” Weber

Salt Water
The recent hard Storms have sent all the

Bluefish out of the Bay and South. The only
action for Blues is south of Seaside Heights
where Party Boats are catching them, and
Stripped Bass on jigs.  In the bay and at local
beaches more Stripers are showing up. I
tried for bass myself, one night at the end of
November. I caught and released one Bass
about 22 inches at Cliffwood Beach The
person next to me fishing the surf also re-
leased one short.  Ocean surf action to the
south has been producing some bass over 20
pounds. Party boats out bottom fishing are
catching some nice Blackfish with some
real big ones from 10 to 14 pounds. Ling are
also moving in on the Scotland Grounds.
Winter Flounder action has picked up some-
what, but overall it’s slow. Best action is in
the Shark River. Hickory Shad are numer-
ous in the Manasquan River best time is near
dusk. I don’t expect Mackerel until around
Christmas time.
Fresh Water

My wife and I tried for Fall Trout around
Veterans Day. She caught 7 and kept her
limit of   4 Rainbows. I caught 2 trout, one
the largest catch of the day a 12inch Brown.
I tried the Black River near Chester at the
end of November.  I had 6 small Rainbows
but only kept 2 releasing the rest. The one
big fish I hooked turned out to be an 18inch
Sucker. The fall stock trout should be avail-
able all winter long, if you do get out to fish.
Some nice Trout are now being caught from
the shore in Round Valley Reservoir, be
sure to use Power Bait, marshmallows and
worms for best results.

Obituaries
Ambroziak, Veronica M., 84, of South

Amboy died on Nov. 22.
Baranowski, Christine M., 85, of South

Amboy died on Nov. 21.
Buchanan, Margaretta “Marge” Sav-

age, 81, of Sayreville died on Nov. 18.
Carwood, Desmond, 84, of Sayreville

died on Nov. 19.
Choma, Joseph Sr., 78, of Morgan died

on Nov. 25.
Clawges, Mildred E., 75, of Sayreville

died on Dec. 5.
Dunn, Edna Mae, 99, of Sayreville died

on Nov. 30.
Guy, Catherine T., 82, of Sayreville

died on Nov. 26.
Honoski, Viola J., 84, of Sayreville

died on Dec. 6.
Jourdan, Helen, 81, of South Amboy

died on Dec. 3.
Kaufman, Jason, 24, of Sayreville died

on Dec. 10.
Kelly, Charles Jr., 85, of Parlin died on

Dec. 5.
Kunz, Florence, 94, of Sayreville died

on Nov. 30.
Lacher, John L., 51, of Parlin died on

Dec. 7.
Marconi, Rose Marie, 69, of Parlin died

on Nov. 30.
McCarthy, Sister Mary Madeline, 85,

died on Nov. 14.
McGowan, William J. Sr., 70, formerly

of South Amboy died on Nov. 20.
Oberuch, Rosemarie, 73, of Parlin died

on Nov. 18.
Osowski, Walter C., 88, of Parlin died

on Nov. 17.
Skarzynski, Anthony M., 72, of

Sayreville died on Dec. 4.
Sutak, Faith C., 65, of South Amboy

died on Dec. 9.
Urbanik, Lillian, 80, of Parlin died on

Dec. 7.
Weber, Thomas, 85, formerly of South

Amboy died recently.

PRAYER TO ST. JOSEPH
O St. Joseph whose protection is so great, so

strong, so prompt before the throne of God.  I place in
you all my interest and desires.  O St. Joseph, do assist
me.  By your powerful intercession, and obtain for me
from your Divine Son all spiritual blessings through
Jesus Christ our Lord.  So that having engaged here
below your heavenly power, I may offer my thanksgiving
and homage to the most loving of Fathers.  O St.
Joseph, I never grow tired contemplating you, and
Jesus asleep in your arms; I dare not approach while
He reposes near your heart.  Press Him in my name
and kiss His dear head for me and ask Him to return the
kiss when I draw my dying breath, Amen. O St. Joseph
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Meet The Newest Principals
By Tom Burkard

It’s been four months since the 2004-2005 school year began in September, and I finally
had the opportunity to interview the newest principals in Sayreville and South Amboy,
Jacqueline G. Kraus of Our Lady of Victories, and Donna O’Boyle of St. Mary Elementary
School.

Jacqueline G. Kraus
Jacqueline G. Kraus
Our Lady of Victories
What town were you born in?
“The Bronx, New York.”
Who were your heroes as a youngster?
“President John F. Kennedy and Mrs.

Jacqueline Kennedy made a very big im-
pression on me as a young teenager.  I recall
seeing them in a motorcade on the Grand
Concourse in the Bronx, when Kennedy
was running for the presidency.  I was very
enthusiastic about their optimism and vi-
sion for our country.  It was a time of great
hope.”

Could you tell us about your educa-
tion?

“I am largely the product of Catholic
education.  I attended St. Brendan’s Ela

Donna O’Boyle
Donna O’Boyle
St. Mary Elementary School
What town were you born in?
“Hoboken, NJ.”
Who were your heroes as a youngster?
“My grandmother, who helped raise

my brother, sister and myself, while she
worked full-time.  Bucky Dent was also my
hero.

Could you tell us about your education?
I have a Masters Degree in Educational

Administration from St. Peter’s College in
Jersey City, and Bachelor of Arts in El-
ementary Education from St. Peter’s.”

What previous positions did you hold
in the Educational field?

“I was a 5th grade teacher in Perth

continued on page 14continued on page 30
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Santa visits South Pine Avenue in South Amboy.  Santa was on hand to listen to children’s
Christmas lists as part of a fund raiser to aid a 5 year girl with a rare blood disease.  The
Leveille Family hosted the fund raiser, pictured (l-r) Billy Leveille, Santa Claus (aka Ed
Campbell), Christina Leveille and Diana Leveille.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

The 8th grade class at St. Stan’s School is pictured in front of their display table during the
Veteran’s Day celebration held annually at the school.  Each class performed on stage to
honor all veterans.
A posthumous Veteran of the Year Award was presented to the family of Vincent Robert
Chitren, a valedictorian of St. Stan’s School Class of 1952, who earned the Bronze Star for
service in Vietnam.

Rosanne Cross Savoi has many beauti-
ful memories of her childhood, when she was
growing up in the Mechanicsville section of
South Amboy.

Now, many years later she still has one
of her favorite play items!  One of her most
prized-possessions is the authentic replica of
her grandparents’ home which was located at
435 Wilmont St.  The house was built in the
late 1800’s or turn of the century according to
Rosanne.  She said that, “It may have been my
grandfather’s childhood house, and after his
parents passed away, he waa married to my
grandmother, Caroline, and they raised their
children, Anthony, Stanley, Albert, Joan, Ceil,
and Sally.”

When Rosanne was a little girl, her grand-
father, George Cross, had the replica home in
the garage.  “I remember playing with it, and
you could take the roof off.  I would put my
little doll furniture in there,” she said.  When
her grandfather passed away, her father asked
if he could have the house, and he recon-
structed the 60-70 year old replica.  He added
a new roof, painted it, and gave it the present
look.  Rosanne decorates it with beautiful
wreaths in each window during the Christ-

Replica Home Rekindles Childhood
Memories

By Tom Burkard

mas season.
Cross-Savoi said, “I have many warm

memories of being out in the garage with my
grandfather, who besides being a wonderful
carpenter, also made and fixed clocks, soled
my shoes, trimmed my bangs (hair), just
wonderful, loving memories.  He also made
my Halloween costumes.  Every May for
May Day, he would make my May Day
crowns for Mary from flowers out of my
grandmother’s wonderful flower garden.”

The replica house is almost original to
the way it looks today, except for the front
porch, which is now enclosed.  Rosanne feels
that her grandfather built the replica “Be-
cause he was such an engineer/architect type
of person, and he just loved construction, so
he decided to make a replica.”

She is very proud of the home and says,
“It means so much to me.  People come into
the store all the time, and admire it, and think
it’s for sale, but it’s something I would never
part with.

Rosanne and her husband Paul are the
owners of the highly successful and popular
O’Ireland store, which is located on Broad-
way, South Amboy.

Photo by Tom Burkard
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(located just south of Fun Time America)
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?
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South Amboy, NJ 08879

Christmas Tree
By Layla Laubach

O Christmas tree, the time has come
To decorate you for Christmas fun
The ornaments on you swing to and fro
As we watch the first fall of winter

snow
Christmas joy spreads from here to there
As winter magic fills the air
It’s Christmas day, look under you
You’ll see all the presents,
And us opening them too
And as you look, don’t think the fun is

done,
No, no, no, it’s actually just begun!

*Layla Laubach is the 9-year old grand-
daughter of Edwin and Lorraine Laubach of
Parlin.

Soto Honored By
Rotary

Samantha Soto who lives in South
Amboy and attends Middlesex County Vo-
cational High School, East Brunswick Cam-
pus, was selected November’s “Student of
the Month,” and was honored at a lun-
cheon, given by the South River-East
Brunswick Rotary Club on Nov. 17.

Samantha is a senior and will be gradu-
ating in June.  She has been studying Health
Technology, and is a Peer Mediator.  She
has played four years on the basketball and
softballteams.  She will be captain of both
teams this year.  After graduation, Samantha
will attend Brookdale Community College,
where she will be studying Social Sci-
ences.  Congratulations, Samantha!

Worth
Remembering

(Author Unknown)
*The most destructive habit-worry.

*The greatest joy-giving.  *The greatest
loss-self-respect.  *The most satisfying
work-helping others.  *The ugliest person-
ality trait-selfishness.  *The most endan-
gered species-dedicated leaders.  *Our
greatest natural resource-our youth.  *The
greatest ‘shot in the arm’-encouragement.
*The greatest problem to overcome-fear.
*The most effective sleeping pill-peace of
mind.  *The most crippling failure disease-
excuses.  *The most powerful force in life-
love.  *The most dangerous outcast-a gos-
sip.  *The most incredible computer-the
brain.  *The worst thing to be without-
hope.  *The deadliest weapon-the tongue.
*The two most power-filled words-”I can.”
*The greatest asset-faith.  *The most worth-
less emotion-self-pity.  The most beautiful
attire-a smile.  *The most prized posses-
sion-integrity.  *The most powerful chan-
nel of communication-prayer.  *The most
contagious spirit-enthusiasm.

To the world, you may be one person:
but to one person, you may be the world!

ST. JUDE
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored, glorified,

loved and preserved throughout the world now and
forever.  Sacred Heart of Jesus have mercy on us.  St.
Jude, worker of miracles, pray for us.  St. Jude, helper of
the hopeless, pray for us.  Say this prayer nine times a day
for nine days.  It has never been known to fail.  Publication
must be promised.  Thank you St. Jude.  -L.M.C.
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WWW. ?

Does anyone in this photo look familiar to you?  Who are they?  Why was this photo taken?
Where and when was this event?  Good luck!  This is not an easy one.  Send your answers
via e-mail to satimes@aol.com
(Photo Courtesy of Jim Gray)

Only two winners correctly identified
the people in last month’s photo.  The exact
year, and what the people were doing re-
mains a mystery.    Shirley Zakrzewski Read
of Sayreville, who said the picture was taken
during the 1965-66 school year at Hoffman
High School, and in it included the sopho-
more class officers and Advisor/Latin teacher,
Elizabeth Clarke.  Shirley said that “The
officers were Margaret “Peggy” Batissa,
Ernie Read, Greg Havlusch and Bobby
Keegan.”  Shirley is the wife of Ernie Read,
and said, “This brought back a flood of
memories for Ernie and I.”

 Patricia Vari Cartier a ’68 Hoffman
graduate said, “The people featured are Peggy

WWW. ? Results From Last Month
Batissa, Ernie Read, Miss Elizabeth “Betsy”
Clarke, Bob Keegan and Greg Havlusch.
They are in the school gym or library of
Hoffman High School, and the year is 1964-
65.  I graduated in 1968 from Hoffman High
School, and it was easy for me to identify my
classmates from 40 years ago.  I no longer
live in South Amboy, but my sister, Amy,
class of 1973 forwarded The Times to me.  I
look forward to your December issue to read
about the people who responded to WWW.
?.”

Floreen Hoover of Sayreville identified
the four students correctly, but could not
recall the teacher.

Commission On
Aging

The Borough of Sayreville Commis-
sion On Aging has set the following meeting
dates for 2005: Jan. 21; Feb. 18; Mar. 18;
Apr. 15; May 20; June 17; Jul.-no meeting;
Aug.-no meeting; Sept. 16; Oct. 21; Nov.
18.

Meetings are held at the Senior Center
on the 3rd Friday at 2 p.m.  The public is
invited.

Health Fair-Apr. 27; Senior Citizen
Day-May 25; Halloween Party-Oct. 26.

Local Students
Work On Exhibit

Paintings, drawings, photographs, and
creative writings by Middlesex County Arts
High & Arts Middle School students are
currently on display at Middlesex County
College, Chambers Hall Presidential Gal-
lery throughout the month of December.
The exhibit features work completed by
gifted and talented students who partici-
pated in the Middlesex County Arts High or
Arts Middle School.

Locals students whose works are on
display include: Adrian Lazaro, Joanna
Nicewicz-South Amboy HS; Emily Smith-
Sayreville WMHS; Colleen Rowan-Home
Schooled, Sayreville.

Sayreville Senior
Center Planners

The meeting schedule for 2005: Jan.
24; Feb. 28; Mar. 28; Apr. 25; May 23;
June 27; Jul-no meeting; Aug.-no meet-
ing; Sept. 26; Oct. 24; Nov. 28; Dec.-no
meeting.

Health Fair-Apr. 27; Sr. Citizen Day-
May 25; Halloween Party-Oct. 26.

Meetings are held on the 4th Mon. at
the Senior Center at 2 p.m.

Food Bank donations: Jan.-St. Stan’s
Club; Mar.-Leisure Club; May-AARP;
Jul.-Asian American Club; Sept.-Tuesday
Club; Nov.-Wednesday Club; Jan. 2006-
Thursday Club.

Born On Christmas
Day

The following celebrities were born on
Christmas Day: 1642-Sir Isaac Newton;
1899-Humphrey Bogart; 1907-Cab
Calloway; 1924-Rod Sirling; 1932-Little
Richard; 1945-Ken Stabler; 1946-Jimmy
Buffet; 1946-Larry Csonka; 1948-Barbara
Mandrell; 1949-Sissy Spacek; 1950-Manny
Trillo; 1958-Ricky Henderson.

Died On Christmas
Day

The following celebs died on Christ-
mas Day: 1954-Johnny Ace; 1977-Charlie
Chaplin; 1979-Joan Blondell; 1989-Billy
Martin; 1995-Dean Martin.

Amboy Gardens
Feedback

We received a letter from someone who
identified themselves only as “A regular
reader,” about the history of The Amboy
Gardens feature story from a couple of
months ago.  In it the reader mentions a few
family names that were inadvertently omit-
ted.  Included were Guerrero; Bravo; Perek
(Is this supposed to be Perez?); Garcia;
Margie & Jake Kuzma; Lenny & Rose
Kuzma; Piazza.

*Editors note: We’re not certain that
these were original families in the Amboy
Gardens, which is what the original story
was about.  This is an anonymous reader
expressing their opinion.  (Please include
your name and address when submitting any
letters or contest entries to The SA Times.
Does anyone know if this person is correct
in stating that the above were “original”
homeowners in The Amboy Gardens?  Let
us know at satimes@aol.com.
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Martin
On Thursday, November 18th, Joseph and
Helen Martin of South Amboy celebrated
their 60th Wedding Anniversary.  A party in
their honor was given at the Forsgate Country
Club in Jamesburg, NJ by their children,
Joseph and Linda.  Congratulations!

My Christmas Card
List

Author Unkown
I have a list of folks I know, all written

in a book,
And every year when Christmas comes,
I go and take a look.
That is when I realize these names are

all a part,
Not of the book they’re written in,
But of my very heart.
For each name stands for someone
Who has crossed my path sometime,
And in that meeting they’ve become
The rhythm in each rhyme.
While it may sound fantastic for me to

make this claim,
I really feel that I’m composed of each

remembered name.
And while you may not be aware of any

special link,
Just meeting you has changed my life
Much more than you may think.
For once I’ve met somebody, the years

cannot erase
The memory of a pleasant word or of a

friendly face.
So, never think my Christmas cards are

just a mere routine
Of names upon a Christmas list, forgot-

ten in between.
For when I send a Christmas card that is

addressed to you,
It’s because you’re on the list of folks

I’m endeared to.
For I am but a total of the many folks

I’ve met,
And you happen to be one of those
I prefer not to forget.
Whether I have known you for many

years or few,
In some way you have had a part in

shaping things I do.
And every year when Christmas comes

I realize anew,
The best gift life can offer is meeting

folks like you.
So, may the spirit of Christmas that

forevermore endures
Leave its richest blessings in the hearts

of you and yours.

Marathon Bus
Memories

By Elaine Holton Scott
I remember Red Wilson the bus driver.

Oh, I remember him. . .and how he used to
go into a coughing fit in the middle of the
Victory Bridge.  Rattle, rattle. . .how that old
bus would shake!  I also remember the other
guy, Monk, who drove the bus too.  Red used
to get all people because his bus would be so
late that Monk would come right after he
did.

I’m just amazed that we all survived
Red’s driving.  I can’t remember being on
his bus without all that shaking and clatter-
ing.  Oh, and about driving back then. . .I can
still hear the sounds of snow tire chains in
my mind.  At least one chain out of four cars
would be broken, and flapping and flopping
away, as our fathers drove home from work,
along with the crunch, crunch sound of the
chains digging into the snow.  Remember?

Christmas Trivia
By Tom Burkard

1. What City is the setting for the movie
classic, “Miracle on 34th Street?”  a.Salt
Lake b.New York c.Los Angeles

2.”On the first day of Christmas” what
did my true love give to me?  a.a sweater b.a
winter coat c.a partridge in a pear tree

3.He starred as George Bailey in the
legendary film “It’s A Wonderful Life?”
a.Jimmy Stewart b.Marlon Brando c.Clark
Gable

4.This Christmas carol contains the lines
“I’ll be so blue just thinking about you?”
a.Blue Christmas b.Do They Know Its Christ-
mas c.White Christmas

5.In “Twas The Night Before Christ-
mas,” where were the stockings hung?  a.in
the den b.by the chimney c.in the kitchen

6.”The stars are brightly shining,” is a
song line found in?  a.Jingle Bells b.O’ Holy
Night c.The Christmas Song

7.In “It’s A Wonderful Life,” what did
Clarence receive when he completed his
mission?  a.a halo b.his wings c.a handshake

8.These shiny bits of metal type mate-
rial are used to decorate Christmas trees?
a.spikes b.wire c.tinsel

9.Traditionally, who opens the first gift
on Christmas?  a.oldest family member
b.oldest child c.youngest child

10.Who had a major hit with “Rudolph
The Red Nose Reindeer?”  a.Kenny Rogers
b.Gene Autry c.Elvis Presley

Answers
1b 2c 3a 4a 5b 6b 7b 8c 9c 10b.

Holiday Concerts At
St. Mary’s

Music At St. Mary’s December con-
certs include “Messiah” by George Friderik
Handel, which will be presented by The St.
Mary Choral Society and Chamber Orches-
tra on Sat., Dec. 18th at 7 p.m.

The timeless strains of Handel’s famed
“Messiah” will grace St. Mary’s beautiful
church.  The Advent/Christmas portion of
this great masterwork will be performed,
along with the well-know

Halleluia!  Chorus and the great, con-
cluding Amen.

On Sun. Dec. 19 at 11 a.m., The Dor-
othy Shaw Bell Choir under the direction of
Jack Noble White will perform at St. Mary
Church.  This remarkable ensemble of young
handbell ringers have performed all over the
world with special performances for Pope
John Paul II and the President of the U.S.
The St. Mary’s engagement will follow
Carnegie Hall shows by the Choir on Dec.
17-18.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.

Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me and show
me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I humbly beseech
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in this
necessity.  There are none that can withstand your
power.  Oh, show me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, I place this cause
in your hands (3 times).  Say this prayer for 3 consecutive
days.  You must publish  it and it will be granted to you.
Thank you.  -M.M.

Amboy Public Schools, 3rd grade teacher at
Our Lady of Victories in Jersey City, and
2nd grade teacher at Our Lady of Mercy in
Jersey City.”

What has been your greatest accom-
plishment thus far?

“Raising two wonderful children.”
What are some of your goals as princi-

pal of this school?
“My first goal is to build up the student

population at St. Mary.”
How do you enjoy working here so far?
“The people that I work with and that I

have met at St. Mary, have made working
here enjoyable.  Everyone has been so wel-
coming and helpful, it helps make my job
easier.  When you have wonderful people
around you, it’s a pleasure to come to work.”

*It was a real pleasure meeting the new
principals, and on behalf of The South
Amboy-Sayreville Times, we would like to
wish them a belated welcome to our local
communities.  Congratulations on your new
positions, and best of luck!

continued from page 8
Donna O’Boyle
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John Mellencamp-
”Live By Request”

By Tom Burkard
Rock superstar, John Mellencamp re-

cently appeared on the A & E channel’s “A
Live By Request Presentation.”  If you
haven’t seen the program yet, it’s where
people call in by phone and request the
singer to play their favorite songs.

The memorable show took place in
John’s hometown of Bloomington, Indiana,
and the local hero did not disappoint.  He had
the crowd up and dancing/singing from the
very first chords of his opening song, “Small
Town.”  Mellencamp, who got his first na-
tional exposure, 25 years ago in 1979, under
the stage name of  John Cougar sure looks a
bit different than back then, (But then again,
who doesn’t?) wore his hair slicked back in
a DA (Kind of like Elvis Presley) style.  He
was hailed by host David Aronson as “One
of America’s greatest songwriters,” and I
would have to agree that Aronson was right
on the money with that statement.

Mellencamp played 15 songs through-
out the 2-hour presentation, including all the
big ones, and two new ones that may one day
become hits.  Some of the play list included:
“Peaceful World,” on which he shared lead
vocals with the very talented India.Aire,
“Jack & Diane,” “Paper In Fire,” “Rain On
The Scarecrow,” “Check It Out,” “R.O.C.K.
In The U.S.A.,” “Lonely Ol’ Night,” “Hurts
So Good,” “Authority Song,” and the grand
finale, “Pink Houses,” which Mellencamp
said was “The last song for the last 20 years
at concerts.”

Mellencamp and company played two
interesting tunes off of his new CD, “Words
& Music-John Mellencamp’s Greatest Hits.”
“Walk Tall” is probably the best one, and
future hit, as it is a powerful statement
against bigotry.  The hook line that really
jumps out at you is “Grace, mercy and
forgiveness will help a man walk tall.”  That
certainly shows Mellencamp’s superb
songwriting style at its finest.  The other new
song, “Thank You” has a catchy beat, with
driving electric violin.

Overall, he still sounds as great as ever,
and with his outstanding band has proven
that he is still one of the best acts in all of pop
music today.  On “Paper In Fire,” he cer-
tainly got pumped up, and into his famous
dance routine.  Known for being a good
dancer, he still looked pretty impressive for
a 53-year old rocker.

During a break, announcer Aronson
asked Mellencamp why his new CD did not
have the songs in chronological order, and
he responded, “It’s done that way for younger
people or if people never heard some of the
songs, they would discover them as if they
were new songs, themselves, like maybe a
younger audience.”

Mellencamp toured and campaigned
for presidential candidate, John Kerry, and
Aronson asked him about the election.  “I
don’t like politics.  It’s a messy, dirty busi-
ness.  I don’t want nothing to do with it.  This
time (The recent election), I would be be-
traying myself if I didn’t do what we did,”
said Mellencamp.

Felix Cavaliere
(Photo By Tom Burkard)

#1 Pop Hits On Dec.
18th
1995-One Sweet Day-Mariah Carey & Boyz
II Men
1987-Faith-George Michael
1976-Tonight’s The Night-Rod Stewart
1962-Big Girls Don’t Cry-The 4 Seasons
1950-A Bushel and a Peck
1944-The Trolley Song
1937-Once In Awhile

Felix Cavaliere In Concert
By Tom Burkard

Felix Cavaliere’s Rascals will perform
in concert at the Union County Arts Center
on Sat., Feb. 26, 2005 at 8 p.m.

Cavaliere, one of the most talented key-
board players in the history of rock ‘n’ roll,
rose to fame in the 1960’s with The Young
Rascals, who later shortened their name to
The Rascals.  Cavaliere wrote and sang most
of the band’s greatest hits.  Many of the
tunes are used today on TV commercials.
Some of Cavaliere’s best known songs are:
“Good Lovin,” I’ve Been Lonely Too Long,”
“People Got To Be Free,” “Groovin,” “A
Beautiful Morning,” “How Can I Be Sure,”
and “A Girl Like You.”

Cavaliere’s current group has been to-
gether for several years, and are tremen-
dously talented musicians, probably as good,

if not better than the originals, who hit the
top of the charts in March 1966 with “Good
Lovin.”

Not only is Felix a top-notch enter-
tainer, but he’s also a real fine human being,
whom I’ve had the opportunity to interview
extensively on two occasions a few years
ago.  Cavaliere is first-class all the way, a
regular down-to-earth kind of guy, and bril-
liant in the game of life, as well as in music.

This should be one fun-filled rock ‘n’
roll concert with one of the greatest, Felix
Cavaliere.  Don’t miss it!

#1 Country Hits On
Dec. 18th
1990-I’ve Come To Expect It From You-
George Strait
1986-Hell and Highwater-T. Graham Brown
1975-Love Put A Song In My Heart-Johnny
Rodriguez
1960-Wings of A Dove-Ferlin Husky
1958-City Lights-Ray Price
1946-Divorce Me C.O.D.-Merle Travis

FLY Dance
Company At UCAC

On Sat., Jan. 15, 2005 at 8 p.m., the
Union County Arts Center presents FLY
Dance Company’s “Cookin.”

FLY, an all male contemporary dance
company from Houston, Texas, consists of
5 talented young men who perform under
the direction of choreographer, Kathy Wood.
The company has gained recognition for its
high-energy production and clever staging
performed to music that ranges from classi-
cal and jazz to pop and hip-hop.  FLY Dance
Company’s performances cross all audi-
ence boundaries and reflect what contempo-
rary Americana is today.  For tickets and
more info, call 732-499-8226, online at
www.UCAC.org or in person at the box
office located at 1601 Irving St., Rahway.

“White Christmas”
Is Number 1

The all-time greatest, number 1 Christ-
mas song is “White Christmas” by Bing
Crosby, which is believed to have sold over
500 million copies.  WCBS FM 101.1 radio
station listed its Top 101 Christmas songs.
The Top 10 were: 1.White Christmas-Bing
Crosby 2.The Chipmunk Song-The Chip-
munks 3.Rudolph The Red Nosed Reindeer-
Gene Autry 4.I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa
Claus-Jimmy Boyd 5.Jingle Bell Rock-Bobby
Helms 6.The Christmas Song-Nat King Cole
7.Snoopy’s Christmas-The Royal Guards-
men 8.Here Comes Santa Claus-Gene Autry
9.Little Drummer Boy-Harry Simeone Cho-
rale 10.Donde Esta Santa Claus-Augie Rios.

Way back in 1957, in an interview with
The Saturday Evening Post, Bing Crosby
commented on other celebrities and fans of
the day:

Elvis Presley “Elvis a phenomenon.  He’s
a good-looking kid, he sings in tune and he’s
got good rhythm.  He’ll outgrow his grinds
and bumps in time.”

Pat Boone “He’s different from Elvis.
No sideburns, but he can pump out rock and
roll.”

Ed Sullivan “He’s not only a nice guy,
but he’s got the greatest formula in the world
for emceeing a show.  He’s careful not to get
into anybody’s act.”

Transported Elvis Presley Fans “Teen-
agers like to brag about how hysterical they
become over Elvis.  They have a compulsion
to say, ‘I fell apart when he sang.’  Elvis likes
this reaction and plays up to it.”

New Music
By Phil Rainone

R&R Music-DJ’s 732-316-9447
Christmas With the Beach Boys/ Ulti-

mate Christmas Cocktails/ Shimmy Down
the Chimney (Capitol)

Just the tip of the snow flake (Capitol
released a gazillion-Dino/ Rat Pack/ Classic
Christmas, etc. CD’s).  The Beach Boy’s
(they need to

get back together), is expanded to 25
songs- originally 12- including their hard to
find rock/symphony “Child of Winter.”  And
what wintery/ snowy collection of songs
would be complete without their take on
“Melekalikimaka”- which means “Merry
Christmas’ in Hawaiian!  Christmas Cock-
tails (3 CD’s), is more traditional with (great
sound), favorites like “Christmas Song”- Nat
King Cole, “White Christmas”- Peggy Lee,
etc., which is a must-have!  Shimmy Down
The Chimney is a new comp. of traditional
songs by Country artists.  Jo Dee Messina’s
“Let it Snow,” Willie Nelson’s “Pretty Pa-
per,” and Kenny Rogers’ “White Christmas,”
takes these songs beyond tradition adding
warmth and solace. You’ll a have a cool Yule
with any of these discs!

Your help is needed: During the holi-
days (and all year ‘round), you can help by
donating locally (Food Bank in Red Bank,
Toys for Tots etc.).  When you give without
expecting anything in return- that to me is the
best gift of all!

Greenlight Promise
In A Mirror That Lied the Truth
(www.greenlightpromise.com)

By Phil Rainone
Sayreville, and finally South Amboy

have some new “bragging rights,” when it
comes to music.  Besides Bon Jovi, a new
(good), up-and-coming band Greenlight
Promise, is making their presence known.
Ross M. Hull (vocals/guitars/bass/keyboards),
hails from Sayreville, and is a graduate of St.
Mary’s High School in South Amboy (’94).
The songs are a refreshing change (alterna-
tive pop), to what’s currently out there. (Check
Tom’s interview with the band in last months
-November- issue.)  Melodic and aggressive,
the band, including lead guitarist Jason
Bloodworth and drummer Jerry Vingara, play
anthemic no frills, polished, songs that project
simplistic images, like any band worth it’s
salt should be able to do.  What makes this
record any different from those other bands is
that each song (the album was mixed by the
band), has a big enough hook (“The Mayor of
a Small Town New England Town,” and
“Save It,” are good examples), to be a radio
single.  Greenlight Promise has been getting
played on WHTG- 106.3, which is a big step
in getting noticed.  As a whole, this album is
solid, with moments of normalcy.-It’s a good
balance, and hopefully we’ll be hearing more
from Greenlight Promise in the future!
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Cardinal McCarrick High School’s seniors pose proudly before the game against J.F.K. at
Waterfront Park.  Standing (l-r) William Manley, Bryan Montalvo, Kenneth McLaughlin,
Joseph Pryor, Mike Gross, Daniel Perec.  Kneeling-Kyle Furey.  (Photo courtesy of Al
McLaughlin)

School Sports

School Sports
By Tom Burkard

Boys Bowling
Cardinal McCarrick (2-3) Top

bowler-Matt Jones.
South Amboy (0-4) Top bowlers-Joe

Bloodgood, Kyle Dabkowski.
Girls Bowling

Cardinal McCarrick (0-5) Top
bowlers-Kelly Johnson, Meghan Lynch.

South Amboy (1-3) Top bowler-
Brianne Gonsalves.
Swimming

Sayreville (0-1) Top swimmers-Sa-
rah Jones and Andrew Rice.

South Amboy Splits
With McCarrick

South Amboy’s bowling teams gained
a split with Cardinal McCarrick.  The Lady
Guvs easily handled the Blue & Gold 4-0.
Star bowler, Brianne Gonsalves scored a
437.  Other scores by her teammates were,
Samantha Seaman 408, Lynn Bloodgood
360, Nicole Brown 311, Shawn Cohoon
252.  McCarrick was led by Meghan Lynch
345, Nina Gera 323, Kelly Johnson 291,
Melanie Szakielo 258, Jennifer Wilkins 173,
Lauren Mortenoon 170, Julie Goode 112,
Lisa Ostrowski 97.

The Eagles throttled the Purple & Gold
boys, 4-0.  McCarrick’s line scores were as
follows: Matt Jones 518, Brian Hentz 482,
Jamisen Ruiz 473, Spiro Petroutsis 472,
Doug Pritchard 439, Tony Rivera 388.  SA’s
scores were: Joe Bloodgood 532, Kyle
Dabkowski 445, Jeff Lampart 365, Tim
Sharp 345, Gerard Kelly 238, Frank Richiusa
235.

2004 Final Soccer
Statistics
Boys

Sayreville 13-7-1; Cardinal McCarrick
12-7; South Amboy 5-10.

Points-Conrad Symber, CM 80 (2nd in
county); Jeff Craig, Sayr. 52 (6th in county);
Dan Ferriera, CM 38; Lamin Sidebeh, Sayr.
28; Alex Freitas, CM 26; Bob Kilduf, CM
24; Chris Cesare, Sayr. 19; Alfredo Prados,
Sayr. 15; Femi Igerbase, CM 15; Yaw Sakyi,
Sayr. 11.

Goals-Symber 34 (2nd in county); Craig
20 (6th in county); Ferriera 14; Sidebeh 12;
Cesare 6; Prados 6; Igerbase 5; Freitas 4;
Kilduff 3; Sakyi 3.

Assists-Ferriera 20 (Tied for 2nd in
county); Symber 12; Craig 12; Freitas 9;
Kilduff 9; Cesare 7; Igerbase 5; Sakyi 5;
Sidebeh 4; Prados 3.
Girls

Cardinal McCarrick 13-3-1; Sayreville
13-4-2; South Amboy 4-6-1.

Points-Carolina Bruschi, CM 69 (Tied
for #1 in county); Sandy Black, CM 33; Jen
Riehl, SA 28; Caileigh Giovenco, Sayr. 26;
Emily Beres, CM 16; Jessica Liquori, Sayr.
14; Meghan Watters, Sayr. 14; Lynn
Bloodgood, SA 11; Ashley Wetzel, CM 11;
Anne Trecolas, CM 11.

Goals-Bruschi 31 (#1 in county); Black
14; Riehl 14; Giovenco 12; Liquori 6; Watters
6; Wetzel 4; Trecolas 4; Bloodgood 3.

Assists-Bruschi 7; Beres 6; Bloodgood
5; Black 5; Wetzel 3; Trecolas 3; Giovenco
2; Liquori 2; Watters 2.

2004 Final Football
Statistics

Sayreville 7-4; Cardinal McCarrick 1-
9.

Total Points-Will Manley, CM 66;
Shaune Thomas, Sayr. 54; Matt Kenny, Sayr.
42.

Touchdowns-W. Manley 11;
Thomas 9; Vinnie Otero, Sayr. 5; Mike

Domenichetti, CM 5.
Passing Yardage-W. Manley 1,581 (#1

in county).
Passing Completions-W. Manley 129

(#1 in county).
Rushing Yardage-Otero 527; Thomas

509
Receiving Yardage- Domenichetti 674

(#1 in county); John Monaco, Sayr. 453;
Alex Batista, CM 411; Jordan Manley CM
361; Thomas 205.

Pass Recetpions-Domenichetti 43 (#1
in county); Monaco 39 (#2 in county).

Thomas, Lefkowitz
1st Team Picks

Sayreville’s football superstar, Shaune
Thomas was a 1st Team All-Area selection
in Home News Tribune, and also 1st Team
All-Middlesex in The Star Ledger.  He rolled
up over 1,000 yards, doing it three ways.  He
rushed for 511, passed for 326 and caught 21
aerials for 189 yards. Jason Lefkowitz was a
1st Team All-Middlesex choice in The Star
Ledger.  Congratulations!

Bruschi Ties For
Scoring Title

Senior Carolina Bruschi, of Cardinal
McCarrick tied for the Middlesex County
scoring championship by notching 69 points
on the season.  She finished as the #1 goal
producer in the county by finding the net for
31 goals.  She was a 2nd team All-Area Girls
Soccer pick in The Home News Tribune.
Congratulations!

Symber Finishes #2
In County

Cardinal McCarrick’s senior soccer
sensation, Conrad Symber narrowly missed
winning the Middlesex County scoring title,
being nipped by Dan Ziznewski of Metuchen,
82-80.  Symber also was runner-up to
Ziznewski for most goals, again being nosed
out by a 37-34 margin.  The talented forward
was a 3rd team All-Area Boys Soccer selec-
tion in The Home News Tribune.  Congratu-
lations!

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to

You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch my
soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch my heart
with Your courage and infinite love for all.  Touch my
mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may always
proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach out to You in
my need.  Help me to lead others to You by my
example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me health
in body and spirit so that I may serve You with all my
strength.  Touch gently this life which you have created.
Amen -T.B.
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Glory Days In
Local Sports

By Tom Burkard

T.H.E.
Game

By Tom Burkard

From The Sports Archives. . .

1931-Pictured in this vintage photo is St. Mary’s Diocesan Basketball champions, who
finished with a brilliant (18-6) record.  Top row (l-r) Joe Vail, mgr., Charles Eppinger, coach,
Ed Lucitt, Asst. Mgr.  Bottom row (l-r) Bill Dowling, John Coan, Benny “Budniak” Kolodziejski,
Jim Coan, Tom Fitzmorris, John Nebus, Tom Scully, Ed Fleming, Bill Claffy, Frank Cleary,
Frank “Hank” Bulman, Bernie Hensberger, Frank Conroy, “Veits” Jaskowiak, Joe McGonigle
(Leading scorer), and Father ?

1945-Hoffman slipped by
Matawan, 39-35 in basketball.
Johnny Bodenman led the way

with 19 points, and Jim Croddick
scored 14. . .1950-St. Mary’s
dropped its season opener in

basketball to Seton Hall Prep, 39-34.  Luke
Lenahan pumped in 13 points and Ed South
9 for the Blue & Gold. . .1964-John McCarthy
scored on a 15-yd. TD run, and returned an
interception 10-yds. for another score, to
lead Sayreville to a 15-0 victory over St.
Peter’s in football.  Duane Battista notched
a safety. . .1975-St. Mary’s girls cross coun-
try squad beat Immaculata, 22-32.  Mary
Jane Briody finished 1st for the 5th consecu-
tive race.  Brigid Curran and Nancy Flannery
tied for 3rd.  Judy Flannery finished 5th, and
Grace Bentivenga 10th. . .1984-Hoffman
hammered Green Brook, 85-43 in hoops
play.  Peter Smith paved the way with 31
points followed by Joe Lewis’ 20, and An-
drew Moran with 10. . .1999-Sayreville
shocked South Brunswick, 14-0 on the grid-
iron.  Brandon Hoyte fired 2 touchdown
passes of 30 and 60 yards to Liam Jones.
Yazid Jackson rushed for 95 yards on 17
carries.

Year-1975
Sport-Basketball
Teams-St. Mary’s (2-9) vs. Hoffman

(4-6)
Recap-The Eagles jumped off to an 18-

14 first quarter lead and never looked back,
as they snapped a 6-game losing streak,
defeating the Guvs, 65-55.  John Miller
pumped in 16 points, and Joe Kolakowski
ripped 20 rebounds for the Saints.  Also
contributing to the Eagles offense was Mike
Grimley 11 points, John Durnien 10.   Joe
“Moose” McCarthy topped Hoffman with
15 points and was followed by George
Bongiorno 14 tallies, and Danny Lewis 10
points.  John Conlon also hit double figures
with 10 markers.

Co-MVP’s-John Miller and Joe
Kolakowski, St. Mary’s.

30 Years Ago. . .
1974-The Sacred Heart 6th Grade Boys

basketball team finished (8-4), and took 2nd
place in the St. Augustine League Playoffs.
Ed Paczkowski and Andy Sabine were the
coaches.  The players on this classic club
were; Ed Woj, Andy “A.J.” Sabine, Gary
Wolf, Bob Ladzinski, Frank Rizzo, Kevin
O’Connor, Frank Ragozine, Steve
Szatkowski, Scott Kominkiewicz, Ed
Paczkowski Jr., Chester Giera, and Ed
Lasback. .  .

1983-Sacred Heart 8th Grade Girls bas-
ketball team won 3 tourneys: Carteret Rec-
reation Tounament; St. Stephen’s Tourna-
ment; OLV Tournament.  The coach was
Tom Radwanski.  Mary Anne Lewis, the
star point guard averaged around 16 points
per game and was MVP in 4 tourneys.  June
O’Leary was the top rebounder, and aver-
aged around 16 ppg.  Patricia Radwanski
averaged 8 ppg., Kris Bird 8 ppg.,  Karen
Rulli 2 ppg.  The ready reserves were
Michelle and Lee Ann Durski, Gerilyn Shea
and Lisa Koledits. . .

Those
CYO
Days

By Tom Burkard

The Cheerleaders
1972-St. Mary’s talented cheerleaders

consisted of Peggy Bonis, Marie Dahl, Diane
Gorman, Judy Mackiel, Debbie Menichini,
Patty Jo Farrell, Kathy Kirk, Marianne
Lenhardt, Kathy Minnick, Debbie White.

South Amboy
Sabres

1963-The South Amboy Sabres Pop
Warner football club slaughtered Spotswood,
41-0.  Tom “Red” Kelly scored a TD to start
the rout, and was followed by a 24-yd.
touchdown pass from Leo Dohan to Pat
McDonough.  Fred Poli plunged in for the
extra point.  Dohan found McDonough again
for pay dirt, making it 21-0.  Ray Downs
fired a TD strike to Bruce “Bucky”
Buckiewicz, and Downs got the extra point
to put SA up, 28-0.  Dohan found Kelly on
a 20-yd. TD aerial, 34-0 Sabres.  The speedy
McDonough, than broke loose on a 46-yd.
touchdown jaunt, and Dohan connected to
Poli for the extra point and final score of the
mismatch.

Back In 1962. . .
By Tom Burkard

The South Amboy Recreation Dept.,
under Recreation Director, John Zdanewicz,
started a new youth basketball league, which
was originally known as the South Amboy
Little Guys League.   The name soon changed
to South Amboy Little League Basketball
program or Saturday Morning Basketball
League, (Whatever you preferred at the time).
The four teams were the Sacred Heart Car-
dinals; South Amboy Recreation Princeton;
South Amboy Recreation Yale; Sacred Heart
Falcons.

The Sacred Heart Cardinals blasted the
Sacred Heart Falcons, 36-5, as Artie Bir-
mingham and Larry Kurzawa pumped in 10
points apiece.

South Amboy Rec Princeton slipped by
South Amboy Rec Yale, 24-20.  Curt Wood
and Mark Bratus paced the winners with 10
and 8 points respectively.  Leo Dohan popped
in 10 points, and Tom Lange 8 for Yale. . .

65 Years Ago. . .
In Local Sports

By Tom Burkard
1938-St. Mary’s talented basketball club

under Coach John Zdanewicz finished a fine
16-10.  Bob McGowan was the team’s lead-
ing scorer.  Other fine players on this team
were: Joe Crowe, Tom Weinman, Bill
“Smokey” Ryan, Joe Conroy, Charlie
Steuber, Mike Eovino, Jim Gordon, Joe
“Scoop” McCarthy, Jim Harkins, Bill “Doc”
O’Leary, Jim Hollywood, and Bobby Clark.
Al Sorrentino Sr. was the manager, and
Johnny Dowling was the mascot. . .

Does Santa Have Back Pain?
Santa Claus may be able to travel

around the world in a single night, but
when it comes to his health, he’s no Su-
perman, according to the latest medical
research.  That bowl full of jelly, a diet,
rich in fatty cookies and a lack of regular
exercise all put Santa at risk for back
problems.

Santa is a perfect candidate for back
problems-he’s overweight.  The same
holds true for us mortals.  Sometimes, the
cause of your back problems is not your
back, but your front: “spare tire” may be
the cause of your aching back.  And the
solution to your back problem may not
involve a pill or surgery.

Your spine is the central support of
your entire skeletal system.  It is designed
for strength to support your body weight
and flexibility to allow movement.  When
healthy, your spine is S shaped with 3
natural curves.  When these curves are in
balance, your body weight is evenly dis-
tributed.  To maintain this alignment, you
need to have strong and flexible muscles
in your back, legs and abdomen.  The
abdominal muscles are especially impor-
tant in supporting the spine.

A potbelly changes the curvature of
the back.  The stomach pulls the backbone
forward, stressing muscles and ligaments
and putting pressure on discs.  If you have
10 extra pounds on your abdomen, you
are putting an additional 100 pound strain
on your back.  This additional strain oc-
curs because the lower part of your spine
is not receiving adequate support from
your weakened abdominal muscles.  Your
back muscles try to maintain the proper
spinal balance, but after end up strained or
sprained.

Although excess weight does cause
back problems, you can do something
about it.  Follow a diet and exercise pro-
gram to maintain a healthy weight and
strengthen your muscles.  Develop healthy
eating habits that work for you.  And make
exercise, diet and proper spinal hygiene
an important part of your day.

SAHS Scholars
Selected.

The highest achieving students were
selected as Edward J. Bloustein Distin-
guished Scholars.  These are students who
place in the top 10% of their classes and
have a minimum combined SAT score of
1260, or are ranked first, second or third in
their class, as of the end on their junior year.
The Higher Education Student Assistance
Authority (HESAA), an independent agency
of the State of New Jersey administers the
award.

South Amboy’s recipients of this award
are Kimberly Kassing, Michelle
Tomaszewski, and Elizabeth Gray.  Con-
gratulations, ladies!

Sayreville’s Color
Guard

1964-The Sayreville War Memorial
High School’s fine color guard consisted of
Band Director Allan Mount; Members
Nancy Mulcahy,  Mary Jude Elwood, Lois
Bailey, Arlene Dziedzic, Judy Kuhns, Carol
Meyer, and Linda Hart.

Correction
Last month’s T.H.E. Game feature

mentioned that Scott Gumprecht swished 2
free throws to ice Hoffman’s basketball win
over St. Mary’s in 1986.  Actually, it was his
younger brother Dave who hit the 2 free
throws.  Sorry for the inadvertent error.
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The Caring Listeners of St. Mary Elementary School stand proudly by the first grade students
as they read their favorite books.   Coordinator, Ann Mulvey is standing on the far left in both
photos. (Photos By Tom Burkard)

The Caring Listeners program at St.
Mary Elementary School was started 13
years ago by Fran Keenan, and Mr. Eyerman,
who was the principal.  The highly success-
ful program, under the direction of principal
Donna O’Boyle, and coordinator Ann
Mulvey, has 30 listeners, who volunteer
their time to listen to students from Kinder-
garten through 3rd Grade.  The listeners,

The Caring Listeners At St. Mary
By Tom Burkard

who alternate days, hear the readings of 70
children each week, on Monday, Tuesday
and Friday mornings.

Ann Mulvey said that, “Each child
spends 20 minutes with the listener.  The
adults listen to the children read one-on-
one, and the kids love it.  She proudly
pointed out that “It improves their reading
skills, social skills and gives them self con-
fidence.”

The Caring Listeners are “strictly vol-
unteer,” and anyone interested in participat-
ing should call the school at 732-721-1514.

First Aid Holiday
Wishes

The South Amboy First Aid & Safety
Squad would like to thank the South Amboy
Fire Dept. and Police Dept. for any and all
assistance provided to the Squad in 2004.
All was greatly appreciated.  The Squad also
wishes to thank all those individuals that
made donations to our endeavors.  In clos-
ing, we wish the best of the holiday season
and very Happy New Year to all!

Christmas Fire
Safety

By Ed Szatkowski
South Amboy Fire Marshal
1. Check the tree water daily.  2. Do not

place trees near heating ducts, radiators,
space heaters etc.  3. Never leave a lit tree
unattended.  4. Remove evergreen trees as
soon as possible.  5.Only use approved un-
derwriters laboratory wiring.  6. Do not use
indoor lighting outdoors.  7. Read manufac-
turer precautions of how many lighting
strings may be connected.  8. Never leave a
lit candle unattended.

May your Christmas be merry and
bright, and to all a good and safe night!
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Assemblyman John Wisniewski, chair-
man of the New Jersey Fire Safety Commis-
sion, today discussed the need for New
Jerseyans to exercise care when decorating
their homes for the holidays in order to
prevent catastrophic house fires.

In conjunction with Middlesex County
Freeholder Christopher Rafano and
Middlesex County Fire Marshal Michael
Gallagher, Wisniewski (D-Middlesex) par-
ticipated in a demonstration to show how
fast a natural Christmas tree can become
engulfed in flames when placed too close to
candles or other sources of heat.

“As the Chair of the Fire Safety Com-
mission, I believe it is of the utmost impor-
tance to keep people informed and safe. The
holidays are a time when many accidental
fires occur,” Wisniewski said. “Our hope
with this demonstration is to save lives dur-
ing the holidays.”

Tips for the holiday season include:
Christmas Lights
If Christmas bulbs burn out or blow,

replace them immediately;
Don’t leave the lights on when you go

out of if you go to sleep;
Don’t let bulbs touch anything that can

easily burn, like paper;
Don’t overload sockets;
Use only UL-approved lights with no

more than three strands linked together; and
Use extension cords only if absolutely

necessary and follow directions.
Decorations Made of Cardboard or Pa-

per
Don’t attach these decorations to lights

or heaters;
Don’t put decorations directly above or

around a fireplace; and
Keep away from candles.
Christmas Trees
Consider getting an artificial tree be-

cause they are less of a fire hazard;
When purchasing an artificial tree, look

WISNIEWSKI/FIRE OFFICIALS PROMOTE
HOLIDAY SAFETY

for a fire resistant label;
On real trees, needles should be green

and hard to pull back from the branches;
Tree trunks should be sticky to the

touch;
Needles should not fall off of the tree

when shaking the tree;
Cut one inch off the trunk to help it

absorb water;
Leave a real tree outside until you are

ready to decorate;
The stand for a real tree should hold at

least 1 gallon of water;
A six foot tree will use 1 gallon of water

every two days;
Mix a commercial preservative with

the water;
Secure the tree with a wire to keep it

from tipping;
Don’t put the tree near a heating source

such as a fire place or heater;
Don’t drop or flick cigarettes near the

tree;
Don’t keep a live tree for longer than 2

weeks; and
When discarding the tree do not burn it

in the fire place, instead put it outside for
municipal pick up.

NOVENA TO ST. ANTHONY
Oh Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints,  your love

for God and charity for his creatures made you worthy
when on earth to possess miraculous powers.  Miracles
waited on your word, which you were ready to speak
for those in trouble or anxiety.  (Make request).  The
answer to my prayer may require a miracle.  O gentle
and loving St. Anthony whose heart was ever full of
human sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears of
the sweet infant Jesus who loved to be folded in your
arms and the gratitude of my heart will be yours.  This
novena has never been known to fail.  Say Our Father,
Hail Mary and Glory Be. -M.M.

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for

many favors.  This time I ask you this my special one
(mention favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within
your own broken heart, where your Father sees it.
Then, in His merciful eyes, it will become your favor, not
mine.  Amen.  EP
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In the spirit of giving this holiday sea-
son, I thought I would share with you some
of my favorite free programs available on
the web.  One of my absolute favorite free
tools has to be the Google Toolbar (http://
toolbar.google.com/).  This handy applica-
tion sits right in you Internet Explorer win-
dow and gives you access directly to
Google’s search function.  It also has a built
in popup blocker which works nicely with
IE’s blocking, as well giving you double the
coverage.  And for you shoppers it has a
feature to automatically fill out forms with a
single click of a button, a nice time saver.
For you Firefox users there is also an exten-
sion which provides the same features.

Since we are on the subject of Google,
another great free download is the Google
Desktop Search Tool (http://
desktop.google.com/).  What Google does
for searching the web, it now can do for your
computer.  If you use Google, you know that
it is the fastest search engine on the web and
the most accurate when giving results.  Now
you can have that same searching power on
your computer.  Google Desktop Search not
only indexes your entire computer accu-
rately, it gives you that information in a
fraction of the time.  While the program is
still in beta form, (meaning that the product
is still under testing) it works great thus far.

For the best free email client,
Thunderbird 1.0 has just been released at
http://www.mozilla.org.  Thunderbird has
been labeled the Outlook Express killer on
the internet and I think they are right.

Let’s Talk Tech
By Michael J. Elson, MCP

Thunderbird takes your email to a new level
offering better filtering control for spam and
giving you greater control over the look and
feel of your email program.  Plus, it is made
by the same folks who brought us Firefox,
the best free browser on the net.

Mac users have had a free tool for a
while that has just recently become avail-
able for Windows users.  The Konfabulator
(http://www.konfabulator.com) is a fun tool
that allows you to place widgets on your
desktop.  Widgets are essentially very small,
simple programs that can do pretty much
anything.  There are widgets that give you
the time, weather, stock quotes, a to-do list,
track your favorite website, etc.
Konfabulator is a shareware product which
means it is free to try, but if you like it you
do need to support the programmer and pay
for the product.

My favorite site for free wallpapers to
decorate your desktop is http://
www.digitalblasphemy.com.  Most wallpa-
per sites are full of spyware and adware
programs that simply clog your computer
with junk.  Digital Blasphemy offers clean
and imaginative wallpapers that give your
desktop something special.  Once you have
chosen a wallpaper, head on over to the Icon
Factory (http://www.iconfactory.com) to
pick up a few free icons to dress up your new
desktop.  The showroom offers a nice selec-
tion of professionally designed icons for
your shortcuts and applications.

Enjoy the freebies and holidays.
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On Thanksgiving Day, two local residents, Nancy Berry of Morgan and Kitty Bowers of South
Amboy had the privilege of being balloon handlers in the Annual Macy’s Thanksgiving Day
Parade.  The two practiced in Giants Stadium parking lot during October and early
November.  They had the honor of helping to introduce Sponge Bob Square Pants to the
public at the annual Press Day practice.
On the day of the parade, Nancy held Barney, while Kitty held Uncle Sam.  This photo was
taken as Sponge Bob was being deflated after practice.  Can you imagine how exciting it was
to march 2 1/2 miles down Broadway in front of 3 million people?  What a chance of a lifetime!

LETTERS
Dear Editor,
Thank you to Jay Kennedy of Just Con-

crete, Inc.  Jay is a man of integrity, honesty,
and a man of his word.  When a serious issue
regarding work adjacent to my property
arose, Jay Kennedy was there to help.  I am
most appreciative of his cooperation and
support.

Jay, “well done.”
Ann St. Amour
South Amboy

Dear Editor,
Special thanks to Dan Kudelka.  Dan

was riding by my home, saw a problem, and
stopped to investigate.  Even though he was
off-duty, he calmly said, “I’ll take care of
it.”  He took charge, got action, and in less
than 10 minutes, my property was being
secured.

Now that’s a true policeperson who
exercised discretion and carried out his duty
without question. I am most grateful for his
help.

Ann St. Amour
South Amboy

Dear Editor,
As the Commander of Sayreville Me-

morial V.F.W. Post #4699, I would like to
say a few words about Veterans Day or
should I say Veterans.  Our Honor Guard
started out the week on Tuesday, Nov. 9 at
Emma Arleth School. Wed., Nov. 10 we
attended two programs at Sayreville Upper
Elementary School, and a Veterans Day
Assembly at Dwight D. Eisenhower El-
ementary School.  Thurs., Veterans Day,
Nov. 11 there was a service at our Post
#4699, then off to Sayreville Borough Hall
for an 11:11 a.m. Armistice Day Service.
Next we were off to St. Ambrose School in
Old Bridge.  Thurs. night, the Honor Guard
, Sayreville American Legion Lenape Post
#211, Purple Heart War Veterans Post #10,
Catholic War Veterans, Sayreville Emer-

gency Squad, Sayreville Engine Co. #1,
Boy Scout Troop #96, Cub Scout Pack #469
and the Girl Scout Troop were joined by
Mayor Kennedy O’Brien and the Borough
Council at The First Presbyterian Church on
Main St.  Friday, Nov. 12th, the Honor
Guard, Sayreville American Legion Lenape
Post #211 and The John Basilone Marine
Detachment were at St. Stanislaus Kostka
School for a Veterans Day performance.
Sunday, Nov. 14th, we attended Messiah
Lutheran Church for a tribute to our veter-
ans.

We were all welcomed by the 6 schools,
the 2 churches, the ministers, principals,
teachers, but most of all by the warm wel-
come from all the students.  Patriotism cer-
tainly isn’t dead.

Thank you and may God Bless America,
Charles Woods
Commander
Sayreville Memorial V.F.W. Post #4699

Hi Tom,
Please renew my subscription to the SA

Times.  I really enjoy the nostalgia and
keeping up-to-date on happenings in my
hometown.  Keep up the good work!

Best Regards,
Dr. Tom Wronski
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Florida

Hi Tom,
Enclosed is my check for another year

of The SA Times.  I don’t miss home quite
as much now that I can keep up with what’s
going on in good ol’ South Amboy with
your paper.  Keep up the great work!

Dawn Leonard
(Formerly of South Amboy)
North Carolina

Dear Tom,
Enclosed is a check for the renewal of

my subscription to The SA Times, which I
look forward to receiving.  Keep up the good
reporting!

Wanda Saunders
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Florida

Sadie Pope Dowdell Library held it’s annual Holiday Open House on December 10th. Eight
local authors from South Amboy and Sayreville were on hand to meet the public and sign
copies of their books.  Pictured (l-r) Tom Burkard, Jerry Smith, Helen Boehm, Lea Bayer
Rapp, Edward “Jake” DeFort, Flo Fitzpatrick, George Francy and Jim Carney. (Photo by
Brian Stratton)
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The High Road School recently held its dedication ribbon cutting ceremony on Oct. 15th,
celebrating the opening of the new facility in Parlin.  Over 120 people attended, and
Executive Director, Annette Hockenjos, introduced dignitaries Assemblyman John S.
Wisniewski, Chief of Police John Garbowski, Councilman Thomas Pollando and Council
candidate, Daniel Buchanan.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.

Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me and show
me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I humbly beseech
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in this
necessity.  There are none that can withstand your
power.  Oh, show me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, I place this cause
in your hands (3 times).  Say this prayer for 3 consecutive
days.  You must publish  it and it will be granted to you.
Thank you.  -B.T.S.

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one seems

to be deprived of all visible help, on far cases almost
despaired of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, faithful servant
and friend of Jesus, the church honors and invokes you
universally as the patron of hopeless cases, of things
almost despaired of, pray for me, I am so helpless and
alone. Make use I implore you of that particular privilege
given to you, to bring visible and speedy help where help
is almost despaired of. Come to my assistance in this
great need that I may receive the consolation and help of
heaven in all my necessities, tribulations, and sufferings.,
and that I may praise God with you and all the elect
forever.  I promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful
of this great favor, to always honor you as my special and
powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage devotion to
you. Amen.  Thank You St. Jude. -E.P.

On Friday, October 15, 2004 at 10:00
a.m., over 120 people gathered in the front
of the High Road School building now in
Parlin, NJ.  The High Road School, formerly
of East Brunswick, NJ, was participating in
a dedication ribbon cutting ceremony cel-
ebrating the opening of our new facility in
Parlin.

Annette Hockenjos, Executive Direc-
tor, welcomed students, staff, parents, friends
and dignitaries to the celebration.  She fol-
lowed with a warm and heartfelt speech
reminiscing over the history of the High
Road School over the past 20 years.  The
High Road School is a private special educa-
tion school serving the needs of children
ages 5-21 with language, learning, and so-
cial challenges.  We specialized in the multi-
sensory approach to individualized instruc-
tion one child at a time.

Mrs. Hockenjos, a native of Sayreville

The Heroes of High Road
By Andrea Zimmerman,

Coordinator of Case Management, High Road School
for her entire life, continued with the dedica-
tion by introducing the dignitaries, Assem-
blyman John Wisniewski, Chief of Police
John Garbowski, Councilman Thomas
Pollando, and Borough Council candidate
Daniel Buchanan.  “Thank you all for show-
ing your support and dedication to the chil-
dren we serve”, she added.

“Over the last 20 years, two very spe-
cial people who had a vision and a dream
entrusted me with the opportunity to create
a warm and loving environment where chil-
dren of all types could learn and be success-
ful”, says Annette Hockenjos.  “I’d like to
call upon these two very special people, Dr.
Ellyn Learner, and Dr. David Winikur who
are our founders and true leaders to come up
and cut the ribbon for our dedication.”

As I looked at all the people surround-
ing myself and encompassing the front of
the building, I thought to myself what true
heroes all these people are to be so commit-
ted to working with children with special
needs.  A warm calm came about me as I
heard our fearless leader introduce our first
ever High Road Chorus.  As the words of
“God Bless America” were belted out from
the students who struggle daily to succeed,
I realized that the true Heroes of High Road
were the 120 little voices that sang before
me.
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Poochie
Doo

ALL BREED GROOMING

149 NO. BROADWAY
SOUTH AMBOY, NJ 08879

732-525-1172

Military News
On Oct. 29th, PFC James Pizzillo

USMC graduated from Marine Recruit
Training Parris Island, SC.  After 10 days
leave, PFC Pizzillo reported to the School of
Infantry, Camp Lejeune, NC.

James is a 2002 graduate of St. Mary’s
High School and attended Middlesex County
College before enlisting in the Marine Corps.
PFC Pizzillo is the son of retired South
Amboy Police Chief Jerry Pizzillo and Su-
san Pizzillo.  Good luck and God Bless!
Semper Fi!

Return To Marine
Corps Boot Camp

Marine Mel Meszaros is running his 9th
trip to Parris Island, SC.  This year’s train
trip is from May 10-14, 2005  It is open to
former Marines and family members only.
The trip is $475 per person, and includes
train fare, and all meals at Parris Island.  You
will be warmly greeted by a D.I. to guide
you through the 3 days and 2 nights.  The
D.I. will take you to your sleeping quarters,
the luxury Parris Island Barracks, where
you will be given 2 sheets, 1 pillow case and
1 horse blanket.  You will have the choice of
top or bottom bunk.  All meals will be served
at the renowned Parris Island Mess Hall,
where S.O.S. is still the favorite at 0630
breakfast.

You will witness first hand training
training of the recruits from the Yellow
Footprints, PT Rifle Range, Swimming, and
the Crucible.  The highlight of the trip being
able to witness a Graduation Day one more
time.  There are only 24 seats for this trip.  If
interested, call Mel 732-718-6460.

Friends of Dowdell
Library

The next meeting of The Friends of the
Dowdell Library will be held on January
5.2005

at 7:00 P. M at the Library, 100 Hoffman
Plaza.† All are welcome to attend and help
us plan for events for the coming year.
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The Parlin DuPont Employees Federal
Credit Union was presented with the
Alexander S. Kosobucki Promotion Award.
Treasurer Christina Olender accepted the
award November 20, 2004 at the New Jer-
sey Credit Union League Convention in
Atlantic City, NJ.  The award is in recogni-
tion for an outstanding promotional cam-
paign for credit unions from $5 to $20 mil-
lion in assets.  The “MOM” promotion was
designed to give credit union members a

John DiNofrio, President of the New Jersey Credit Union League proudly presents the
Alexander S. Kosobucki Promotion Award to the Parlin DuPont Employees Federal Credit
Union.  The certificate was presented to Christina Olender, Treasurer/Manager at the New
Jersey Credit Union League Convention, in Atlantic City. The Credit Union currently
provides financial services to Parlin DuPont, Borough of Sayreville and Excel, Inc.
employees and their families.

Parlin DuPont Credit Union Wins Award
feeling of familiarity, closeness and safety
that only comes with credit union member-
ship.

The Parlin DuPont Employees Federal
Credit Union has been serving the employ-
ees and families of the Parlin DuPont plant
site since 1937.  Recently the Credit Union
has expanded its field of membership to
include the Borough of Sayreville Employ-
ees and Excel, Inc.
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Members of the Rotary Club visited South Amboy Elementary third grade classes as part
of The Dictionary Project. The goal of this program is to assist all third grade students to
complete the school year as good writers, active readers and creative thinkers by providing
the students with their own personal dictionaries. The dictionaries are a gift to each student
to use at school and at home for years to come.

South Amboy High School’s Homecoming Royal Court.(l-r)  Freshman Prince and Princess,
Jeff Kelly and Lauren Drennan, Sophomore Prince and Princess, EJ Campbell and Natasha
Montijo, Junior Princess and Prince Krissy Dean and Jordan Dudley, Senior Queen and
King, Ryan Murphy and Donte Carty.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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Ed Paczkowski: Train Hobbyist
By Tom Burkard

The popularity of trains seems to be at
its peak during the Christmas holidays, but
at the Paczkowski home, the trains run on
schedule all year long.

As a South Amboy native, Ed
Paczkowski always enjoyed trains.  He re-
called growing up on George St., and right
across from his house was Littell’s Coal
Yard, where he watched their coal dumper.
When his family moved to Bertram Ave., he
would always notice the smoke from the
Raritan River Railroad trains.  Ed and his
friends would play ball at Eagles Field, and
they would see the trains pushing cars on the
nearby tracks.  “You were kind of brought
up with it.  I would see the Raritan River
roundhouse and the turntable as a kid, and it
impressed me, and it stuck in my mind,” he
said.

When he was a fourth grader at Sacred
Heart School in 1947, Paczkowski’s love
for trains was enhanced when he received a
Christmas gift that he would never forget.
His parents bought him a five-piece Lionel
passenger train set.  It was his first of many,
and to this day he still has it in fine running
condition, as are all of his engines and trains.
In grammar school, he remained very active
in the hobby, but during his high school
days, sports and other activities put the trains
on hold, and they were wrapped up and put
in the attic.  After Ed and Judy were married
and had their first son, they were living in an
apartment, and he was inspired to get the
trains out and set them up.  When they
moved to a house, he had a nice layout, but
“Not as realistic as this one,” he said.  His
current layout project began in 1973, and is
still going strong.

If you ever get the chance to see Ed
Paczkowski’s basement, you will be in for
quite a treat!  It certainly is another world, a
place where his creativity has transformed
three quarters of the room into a train
hobbyist’s delight.  Visitors get to see some
outstanding trains, authentic buildings,
bridges, mountains, and even a drawbridge
that opens with a very loud bell clanging, as
a tugboat passes beneath.

Ed also is very skilled at creating au-
thentic scale models of different buildings,
some which were a part of South Amboy’s
rich history.   One of his first completed
works was a model of the old Frank’s Mar-
ket, predecessor to the current Foodtown,
which is owned by Ed, his brother Stanley
and sister Helen.  The inside and outside of
the replica are exactly the same as they were
many years ago in the actual business.  Ed
was pointing out different areas of the inside
and said, “This is the side room.  I had my
first job of weighing potatoes in there.”  He
continued, “I took the dimensions, and to do
it to scale, 1 inch equals 4 feet, so you just
break it down.  The scale takes time.  You
have to draw it out.”

Other interesting replica structures made
by Paczkowski, are the house he was born in
on George St., and right next to it, is the
house that his wife Judy lived in on Pine
Ave.  He also has a great model of the
Packard Motors garage, which was on
Conlogue Ave.  The village has a lot of
antique cars and trucks throughout, and ac-
cording to Ed, “The cars are from 1953 and
before.”

Paczkowski creates his buildings from
balsam wood and draws his memories of
buildings such as Frank’s Market and others
helps him make them exactly as they were
many years ago.

The walls are adorned with beautiful
murals painted by Stanley Paczkowski, Ed’s
late uncle.  Sacred Heart Church, St. Mary’s
Church and the Coal Dumpers cover one
large wall.  Another mural depicts the
Paczkowski’s Family farm which was known
as the Cross Key Farm.  The farm was
located many years ago, where New
Amsterdam Apartments can now be found
on Route 9.  The man was truly a gifted
artist, and the scenes on the walls present an
interesting background to the immense train
layout/village/town.

The train show was incredible, as six
different engines and cars were operating at
once, all on different tracks, along with a

trolley car!  Included were of course, the red
Raritan River Railroad engine, the GG1
(The type that was used in South Amboy
until the 1980’s), and the Santa Fe.  Smoke
bellows out from the engines to give a real-
istic effect.  The older engines use smoke
pellets, while the newer models use liquid
according to Paczkowski.

Although he claims he has no favorites,
Ed has six Raritan River Railroad engines in
his roundhouse.  He tells an interesting story,
“Eddie Kutz painted my first Raritan River
engine for me.  It was made by Lionel in the
‘40’s.  When I went to have it serviced, the
guy said to me, ‘Are you nuts?  That’s one of
the few trains that Lionel has with a bell and
you wrecked it, because you painted it.’  I
told him I wanted it painted.  To collectors,
it would have been worth a lot.”

Six years ago, the Atlas Co. made the
Raritan River engine.  “I bought two.  They
cost about $400 each.  It gets to be an
expensive hobby,” according to Paczkowski.

Ed doesn’t know exactly how many
engines he owns.  “30-40.  I’m not a collec-
tor.  They can tell you right off the bat how
many they have.  I’m a hobbyist.  I enjoy
making them and seeing them run.

When asked what he enjoys most about
his hobby, he said, “Number one, it keeps
me out of trouble.  It takes time and I enjoy
it.  When you build a building and look at it,
and say ‘hey, that’s pretty good.’ When
making displays, you try to put something in
that you remember.  Obviously because of
the size, you can’t do everything.  I wouldn’t
have space to build South Amboy.”  He also
said that the satisfaction he gets from it is
most important.  “You come home from
work, and nobody bothers you, and when
you make things, you feel good.  It’s a
relaxing hobby,” he stated.

Just how much time does this growing
hobby take?  “I don’t put that much time into
it, but when I do something, I keep on going.
Sometimes, I don’t touch anything for 6-7
months.  My last project was relaying tracks,”
said Paczkowski.

When his children were small, the train
hobby was a family affair.  “Eddie, Frankie,
Jerry and Gregory all had something to do
with it, mostly the mountains with plaster.  It
was tedious.  I put the girls names on things,
such as Lynn this, Judy this, JoEllen this,
said Ed.

The oldest train in Paczkowski’s pos-
session is a Lionel from the 1920’s.  It was
given to him by a former produce manager
who worked for him.

“It seems like people like to show their
trains off more at Christmas.  I invite Boy
Scouts or anyone who’s interested in seeing
the trains.  Just tell them to give me a call.
They’re welcome.  It takes time to show the
trains.  Little kids want to see things go fast,
but you can’t load coal cars with coal in two
seconds.  A real car can’t even do that,” said
Paczkowski.

What advice would he give to a novice
train hobbyist?  “Get a train set and start.
Buy a beginner’s set because it’s more rea-
sonable, and you’ve got to know that you
like it,” he said.  He continued, “I didn’t get
half this stuff until I got older, because you
could afford it a little better.  Most of my
stuff comes from Santa Claus.  My wife and
kids take good care of me.”

Birthdays and Christmases through the
years have been filled with gifts that have
helped Ed’s hobby grow.  After getting his
first engine in the fourth grade, his birthday
gift the following year was a water tower.
“My mom gave me money, and I got on the
bus to Perth Amboy, and went to Fishkins
and got it,” he recalled.  Paczkowski is a
little bit architect and designer rolled into
one, as he plans and implements items in
different areas throughout his village.  He
says, “Whatever you get, find room and put
it in.”  His hobby layout area is just like a real
city.

Ed still enjoys going to train shows, but
rarely buys anything because he has just
about all that he needs for his hobby.  Then
again. . . Christmas is coming and Santa
Claus has been very, very good to Ed
Paczkowski.
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Calling All Scouts
Calling all boys grades 2-5. Cub Scout

Pack 391 welcomes you to join us in the fun
and adventures of scouting. If you are inter-
ested in learning what we are all about,
please contact Janet at 732-566-5050.

ementary school and The Academy of
Mt. St. Ursula High School, both in the Bronx,
and I received my B.A. in English at Herbert
H. Lehman College, C.U.N.Y. in the Bronx
and my M.A. in Educational Supervision and
Administration at Seton Hall University.”

What previous positions did you hold in
the educational field?  Where?

I have taught at several grade levels
ranging from Kindergarten to eighth grade.  I
taught in Texas and the Bronx, but for the last
20 years, I served the school community of
Holy Family in Hazlet as Kindergarten
teacher.  Additionally, I was vice-principal
there for the past two years.”

What is your own philosophy?
 “Ancora Imparo” I am still learning.  I

believe we are lifelong learners, and there is
always something new and exciting for us to
explore,” she said.

What has been your greatest achieve-
ment thus far?

“Having recognized the need for change
and challenge in my life; pursuing the means
and ways to effect change and meeting that
new challenge.  Of course raising a family of
four sons probably helped me be flexible,
face challenges and grow.”

What are some of your goals as principal
of this school?

“I hope to involve parents as partners in
the education of their children.  I hope that
parents will feel a real sense of community
and ownership in the school.  I hope to create

continued from page 8
Jacqueline G. Kraus

St. Mary’s Wins Two
Tourneys

St. Mary’s South Amboy’s 7th & 8th
grade boys basketball team captured two
championships on consecutive days.  The
Eagles successfully repeated as champions
of the Perth Amboy Thanksgiving Tourna-
ment.

In the first round, St. Mary’s pounded St.
John Vianney, 54-30.  Ken Cordiero led the
way with 14 points, and Ryan Lange chipped
in with 8.  In the semis win over St. Francis,
Sean Ryniec paced the locals with 12 points,
followed by David Langan with 8 and Joe
O’Brien 6 markers.  The Eagles nipped a
strong Perth Amboy Catholic, 52-50 to take
the title.  Lavone Graham and Tom Reilly
pumped in 16 and 12 points respectively for
the champions.  Joe Bongiorno, tourney MVP,
fired in 3-three point shots in the final quarter
to propel the Eagles to the crown.

The following day, St. Mary’s won the
championship in its own St. Mary’s South
Amboy Tip-Off Tournament, once again over
Perth Amboy Catholic.  PAC missed a 3-
point shot at the buzzer that would have sent
the game into OT.

The Eagles road to the title was: 1st
Round-SM 52 OLV 34; 2nd Round-SM 56
St. Bernadette’s 32; Semis-SM 54 St. Stan’s
26.

Congratulations Eagles!  Two champi-
onships in two days is truly an amazing feat!
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Jesus Cheer
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
Give me a J
Give me a E
Give me a S
Give me a U
Give me a S
What’s it spell?
Son of God, Savior, Emmanuel, Sweet
Baby,
Messiah, Anointed One, Most Holy,
The Enlightened One, The Way, The
Truth,
The Light, Redeemer, The Representa-
tion,
The Example, The Chosen One,
The New Covenant, Our Intercessor,
The Immortal One, The
Ransom for all,
The Holy One, The Miracle Worker,
The Healer, The Wonderful Counselor,
The Good Shepard, The Big Fisherman,
The Great One, King of Kings, Our
Brother,
The Source, The Victory, Man of Sor-
rows,
The Crucifixion, The Body and Blood,
The Eucharist, Heavenly Host,
Resurrection and Life, The Bread of Life,
The Word. . .God’s Physicalness,
The Lord. . .The Christ,
LOVE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . .

Merry

Christmas
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