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Four Police
Promoted In
Sayreville

Ust Chosen
Basketball Coach
At McCarrick

Sayreville Police Captain, William
Gawron recently retired after 25 years on the
force. Three officers were promoted to new
ranks. Charles Sztukowski was promoted
from lieutenant to captain; Thomas Barbieri
from sergeant to lieutenant; John
Fitzsimmons from detective to sergeant.
Sgt. Joseph Myers will retire on September 1, and Thomas Cassidy will move up
from detective to sergeant. Congratulations
and best wishes to all of the officers!

Basketball legend, Lynn Ust has been
hired as head coach of the girls varsity
basketball team at Cardinal McCarrick High
School. She will also teach physical education.
Ust, a South Amboy native, began her
rise to fame by starring for St. Mary’s Grammar School basketball team, and then went
on to Hoffman High School where she led
the team to three consecutive Group I state
championships. She set a school record of
2,191 points, which still stands today, and
also hauled in over 1,000 rebounds. Ust, a
natural and gifted all-around athlete, excelled in softball and cross country as well
as on the basketball court. She received just
about every award and honor throughout her
high school career, in basketball and softball, and was selected All-County, All-State,
All-American, and All-Everything while establishing herself as the greatest female basketball player in the history of Hoffman/
South Amboy High Schools.
Lynn went on to star at Rutgers University, and helped the Scarlet Knights into four
straight NCAA Tournaments from 19881992.
After her college playing days, she
embarked on a coaching career which began
at St. Peter’s High School. She also coached
on the college level, as head coach at Drew
University, and served as an assistant coach
at Monmouth University and Princeton
University.
Ust replaces Don Szatkowski, who was
the Lady Eagles’ head coach for 13 years,
finishing with a superb record of 205-114,
.643.

R.M.S. REPUBLIC
ARTIFACTS at
DOWDELL
LIBRARY
The R.M.S. Republic, one of the most
luxurious passenger liners of the White Star
Line Steamship Company, departed New
York on January 22, 1909 and was outbound
to the Mediterranean. On the foggy morning of January 23, South of Nantucket Island, the inbound ship SS Florida struck the
Republic on her port side abaft amidships.
The 1,500 passengers were saved by the
prompt use of the new Marconi wireless
telegraph as many ocean liners immediately
responded. Unfortunately, the Republic’s
bulkheads were destroyed and she sank 50
miles south of Nantucket Island. Another
White Star Line ship, the Titanic, sank just
three years later! Rumors of the treasure
which was lost at sea include: a U.S. Navy
payroll, silver ingots, jewelry of the wealthy
passengers, fifteen tons of gold bars, and
five tons of mint condition American Gold
Eagle coins.
At the Sadie Pope Dowdell Library’s
Silent Auction Reception on Saturday, September 18th, there will be an opportunity to
bid on some of the recovered White Star
Line silverware from the Republic. The
silver artifacts will be on display beginning
September 1st. Additionally, other interesting and unique items will be auctioned off
during the reception such as oil paintings,
sports memorabilia, thematic gift baskets,
jewelry, a sunset sail and etc.
The library is located at 100 Hoffman
Plaza, off Rosewell Street, and is adjacent to
the high school. For more information,
contact Elaine Gaber, Director, or Margaret
Schweiger, President of the Friends, at 732721-6060 or e-mail the library at
comments@dowdell.org.
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Some of the members of the South Amboy Middle/High School Walk America team sing
“take me out to the ball game” during the 7th inning stretch at Commerce Park, home of the
Somerset Patriots. The city of South Amboy and S.A.N.D. resident association honored the
South Amboy “Heroes” Walk America team for their outstanding effort raising over $21,000
(highest for any school in the state of NJ) for the March of Dimes, with a “South Amboy Night”
at the ball park. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Pollando Seeks Farmland Protection
Borough of Sayreville Council President, Thomas V. Pollando recently went to
Trenton to testify in favor of the state spending money to preserve the last working farm
in northeastern Middlesex County.
Pollando testified in front of the State
Agriculture Development Committee in
Trenton for the preservation of the Dieker
Farm. The meeting was one step in the
process to preserve the farmland.
“The Dieker Farm is a bridge for Borough residents to Sayreville’s agricultural
past, and a source of some of the best produce available,” Pollando said during his
testimony.
The Dieker Farm, a 20-acre farm located between Bordentown Ave. and the
Garden State Parkway, was established in

1903 by Fred Dieker. James Dieker, Fred’s
grandson, now works the land. The farm
grows and sells fresh flowers, tomatoes,
peppers, corn, peaches and other produce.
Preservation of the farm would protect
the land, preserve Sayreville’s agricultural
heritage, and send an important message
that our past cannot be paved and built over.
“Once our farmland is gone, we cannot
replace it,” said Pollando. “That is why I
fully support Jim Dieker’s application to
have his 20-acre farm-the last working farm
in Sayreville-placed under the protection of
the Farmland Preservation Program.”
The Dieker Farm has recently been
selected as one of the top three farms in
Middlesex County, which means automatic
approval.

Seafood Festival-Sept. 12
The Raritan Bay Seafood Festival, sponsored by the City of South Amboy will be
held on Sun., Sept. 12 from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
at Raritan Bay Waterfront Park in Sayreville.
To get to the park, enter through John T.
O’Leary Blvd., South Amboy.
The day of family fun features FREE
admission and entertainment galore!
The popular Kindred band, led by South
Amboy’s Joe Bartlinski, kicks off the big
day at noon. The Community Talent Show
starts at 1 p.m., followed by Jerry Fallon’s
Pearl St. Jazz Band at 1:30. The Characters
group arrives at center stage at 2 p.m., and
The famous Party Dolls appear at 4 p.m.
Don’t forget to stop by the NJ 101.5 big
yellow van!
There will be a food tent with seating,
and all types of seafood favorites such as
lobster, shrimp, crab, clams and much more
will be available for festival goers.

Children will have plenty of activities
to keep them busy, as well as rides. Artists,
crafters and vendors will be present at the
event.
A FREE shuttle bus service from the NJ
Transit lot, and FREE parking is offered to
the public. Rain date is Sept. 19. Listen to
WCTC or call 732-525-5969. “Bring a tent,
chair or blanket, and spend a day on the
beautiful Raritan Bay!”

Sayreville Gets Four
New Policemen
The Borough of Sayreville recently
swore in four new police officers: Kevin
Cebulski, 27, of Sayreville; Brian Gay Sr.,
34, of South Amboy; Michael Blazas, 29 of
East Brunswick; and Brian Braile, 23, of
Dunellen. The addition of the four newcomers raises the police department’s total to 85.
Congratulations and best of luck!

H.G. Hoffman High School Alumni held it’s annual multi-class reunion at Seabra’s Armory
in Perth Amboy. Pictured are some of the 140 who attended the fun-filled event. (Photo by
Tom Burkard)

McKeon Wins 900th
Game
By Tom Burkard

South Amboy’s favorite son, Jack
McKeon, manager of the Florida Marlins
Major League Baseball Club won his 900th
game in the majors on August 7th, as the
Marlins topped Milwaukee, 5-0. Jeff Conine
blasted a grand slam homer and single, and
Juan Encarnacion drilled two singles to support pitcher Ismael Valdez, who pitched 6
shutout innings for the win in his Florida
debut.
McKeon received more wonderful
news, when he was informed that he had
been selected to the Sports Hall of Fame of
New Jersey, and will be inducted on October 23rd at the Meadowlands. Congratulations Jack, on both accomplishments!

Jack McKeon
(Photo By Brian Stratton)
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Talk of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

O’Leary Was On TV
South Amboy Mayor John T. O’Leary
was the featured guest on the Cable TV
show, “Meet The Leaders.” The program
was broadcast on July 21 on Channel 14.
Mayor O’Leary was outstanding as he discussed the redevelopment and much more
about the City of South Amboy.
O’Connor Stars On Reality TV
Show
Former South Amboy resident, Patrick
O’Connor and his girlfriend, Renee, starred
on the Bravo TV station’s reality show,
“Things I Hate About You,” hosted by Moe
Rocca. The objective of the contest was to
prove to the judges who was the “Less
Annoying Partner.” O’Connor won by a
126-97 score. Patrick, was very relaxed and
is certainly a natural for television.
Sedlak Comes Through For
Sayreville
Borough of Sayreville’s Recreation Superintendent, Mickey Sedlak once again organized a highly successful Fourth of July
celebration at Kennedy Park. Before the
fireworks, people enjoyed the music of The
Rockdaddys, and also received American
flags, key chains and balloons. Everyone
joined in and sang “Happy Birthday” to
Mickey, who celebrated his 80th birthday.
Congratulations and Happy Belated Birthday, Mickey!
Kucharz Graduates With Honors
Kevin Thomas Kucharz, son of Chaplain Carolann and Dr. Kenneth Kucharz,
graduated with honors from Emory University School of Law in Atlanta, GA, recently.
Mr. Kucharz is also a graduate of Vanderbilt
University, and has accepted a position with
the law firm of Shook, Hardy and Bacon in
Tampa, FL.
Kucharz is the grandson of Mr. and
Mrs. George L. Selover of South Amboy.
Congratulations!
In Memoriam
Frank Kriskowski, 91, of Sayreville
died on Aug. 5. He was a scoutmaster for
many years with Boy Scout Troop 68 of
Sayreville. Henrietta Bailey, 98 of Sayreville

Pleasant Little Trivia St. Mary’s Class of 1975 ... 30 Year
By Tom Burkard
Reunion
1.This person once owned a railroad
museum in South Amboy? a.George
O’Connelly b.Laurence O. Edwards c.Mary
Effinger
2.President of the Morgan A.A. in 1963?
a.Joseph Zapoticzny b.Dan DiPoalo c.Albert
Weiser
3.South Amboy’s Board of Education
Secretary in 1987? a.Kenneth Kokoszka
b.Susan Bingham c.Michael Poll
4.This was Sayreville’s first “modern”
school, built in 1920? a.Eisenhower
b.Roosevelt c.Washington
5.Chairman of the Borough of
Sayreville’s Planning Board in ’74?
a.Francis Seaman b.Clifford O’Brien
c.Elaine Travis
6.Sayreville’s Fire Chief in 1974?
a.Joseph Loy b.Clifford Ricci c.Robert Waitt
7.This South Amboy resident ran for
state senator in 1981? a.Edmund Kaboski
b.James Inman c.J. Thomas Cross
8.Red Cross Fund Campaign Chairman
for South Amboy in ’63? a.Franklin English
b.Michael Szraga c.John McCloud
9.This barber shop was located on
Burlew Place in Parlin in 1983? a.Anthony’s
b.Harry’s c.Dom’s
10.President of the South Amboy First
Aid in 1990? a.Betty Leveille b.Jim Ryan
c.Gary Cottrell
11.The Borough of Sayreville’s Library
Director in 1974? a.Agnes Guarano
b.Geraldine Creamer c.Rosemarie
Maskowski
12.Scoutmaster for Boy Scout Troop
68 of Sayreville in 1976? a.David Rojas
b.Gerard Okie c.Edward Mosakowski
Answers
1b 2a 3c 4c 5a 6c 7a 8b 9b 10c 11b 12c.
died on Aug. 18. She was the oldest living
member of Delaware-Raritan Council 132
Girl Scouts of America. They will be both
be remembered for their contributions to
society.

Early planning arrangements for a 30
Year Reunion for the Class of 1975 are
underway...Please contact Geraldine
McConville Molloy, Kathy Cavanagh
Blount, Debbie Harvey Owens and/or
George Swier regarding interest, suggestions and/or comments on this future Year
2005 (late Q3/early Q4) event. We are currently assembling a class database with

“Italian Night”
Sept. 11
Trinity United Methodist Church of
815 Bordentown Ave., South Amboy/
Sayreville, is holding an “Italian Night” on
Sat., Sept. 11 from 4:30-7:00 p.m.
Dinner includes a buffet of spaghetti,
ziti, eggplant parm, stuffed shells, salad,
homemade desserts and beverage. Tickets
are: $10-adults and $5-children. Take out
dinners are available. Call church for further details at 732-721-3558.

names, addresses, phone numbers (work,
home, mobile) e-mail addresses (home,
work) etc.
Geri McConville Molloy, 215-3699453 (Pa), gerimolloy@aol.com (e-mail
preferred)
Kathy Cavanagh Blount, 919-851-4842
(NC)
Debbie Harvey Owens, 908-647-0555
(NJ)
George Swier, 732-583-5699,
gmswier@aol.com (e-mail preferred)
Please pass the word around to other
classmates that you may still be in contact
with, as some of the data we have in our
possession may be somewhat dated. Also,
please keep this information on file for future reference. We would appreciate it if you
would drop us a note and let us know how
you are and your contact information. We
look forward to hearing from all of you.

Wanted: WW2
Veterans
The South Amboy High School History
Club has gotten permission from the Board
Of Ed to honor our local WW2 veterans with
a field trip on Nov. 12 the club would like to
take WW2 vets down to Washington DC for
a tour of the WW2 memorial, The Korean
War Memorial, and The Vietnam War Memorial. Any WW2 veteran interested in participating in this historic day please contact
Tony G at 732-525-5303.

OLV Comedy Night
Our Lady of Victories Parish will host
a Comedy Club Night on Fri., Oct. 1 from 7
p.m.-12 a.m. in Msgr. Dalton Hall. A buffet
dinner including dessert will be catered by
Sir Ives of Jamesburg from 7-8 p.m. The
show will begin at 8 p.m. Tickets are $35 a
person. On-premise baby-sitting will be
available. Bring your friends for an evening
of good clean fun and entertainment. For
info or tickets call the parish office at 732257-0077 or Jack at 732-254-7263.

South Amboy High School students and
faculty are shown in front of Sacred Heart
Cathedral in Paris, France during a recent
trip.
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Rita’s - Parlin

Her
secret
is an
ASPS
plastic
surgeon.

The first string team of Rita’s-Parlin. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Rita’s – Parlin opened on June 2,
2001, since then they have served thousands of customers their favorite flavor
of ice. The store, as well as Rita’s-East
Windsor and the soon to open Rita’sMatawan are owned by Wayne and
Roberta Barry. Mike Fogarty, their
son-in-law, is the General Manager for
all three stores. Mike and his wife,
Nicole are also partowners of Rita’sMatawan. Even though he carries the
General Manager title, Mike actually
runs the store like the manager of sports
team. He has his freshman team; these
are new hires that are trained by store
manager Karen Spearnock and the more
experienced staff. The freshman team
will generally work morning hours. He
also has his varsity team which is comprised of seasoned veterans at Rita’s.
They will work the afternoon and
evening shifts when the crowds come
out for their favorite ice.
Ice is not the only item available at
Rita’s; soft pretzels, as well as the
smoothest custard you will ever taste
are available. To go one step further the
folks at Rita’s have taken their ice and
custard products and merged them together in the form of Gelati’s and Misto
Shakes. What exactly are these you
might ask? A Gelati is a mixture of your
favorite flavor ice and your favorite
flavor custard. A Misto shake is a
combination of ice and custard blended
together so you drink it with a straw.
Both are excellent, but there are those
that just prefer ice only, and with so
many flavors to choose from, there is
one that is sure to please everyone. This

year alone four new flavors were introduced, they were: Banana Split Cream,
Twisted Melon, Bubble Gum and Raspberry Lemonade. Rita’s also carries
sugar free ice in several flavors.
Rita’s is a great place to work and
they have given area students the opportunity to build on their work experience.
Rita’s staff is comprised of students from
the following high schools and colleges:
Sayreville, Cardinal McCarrick, South
Amboy, St. John Vianney, the Timothy
Christian School, the Middlesex Academy, Monmouth University, Ryder College, and Caldwell College
Rita’s is also very involved with our
community. They sponsor a little league
team each year, as well as having their
mascot march in opening day parades,
and have given the players free ice to get
their season started.
They have partnered with local
schools and have sponsored “Scoop
Offs”. Faculty from the schools with
come and work scooping ice, in return
for their efforts the school will receive a
percentage of the sales from their “work”
hours.
They also have worked with the
PBA, Sayreville Stars fast pitch softball,
Cub Scouts and more.
In addition to serving the best ice
around Mike and his staff have become
very interested in the weather, their favorite five day forecast is sun, sun, sun,
sun and more sun. Stop by Rita’s –
Parlin today, they are located at 3310
Washington Road, Parlin. Also be sure
to check their ad on Page 23 for some
money saving coupons.

O’Connell Promoted to Major
South Amboy resident John F.
O’Connell, son of James W. O’Connell and
the late Barbara A. O’Connell, was recently
promoted to the rank of major in the New
Jersey Air National Guard and United States
Air Force. Major O’Connell, a combat
decorated Navy Topgun who left military
service to attend law school in 1995, joined
the Air Guard in the wake of the September
11, 2002 attacks on the World Trade Center
and Pentagon. MAJ O’Connell is currently
deployed with the Joint Task Force
Guantanamo in support of Operation Enduring Freedom and serves as the Assistant
Staff Judge Advocate and Chief of Legal
Assistance to the Joint Task Force.
MAJ O’Connell was originally appointed as a captain, but after a review of his

naval service records, his rank was corrected to reflect his current rank of major.
O’Connell was activated and called into
federal service in early May and anticipates
an approximate one year tour with the Joint
Task Force. A combat veteran of the first
Gulf War, Joint service is nothing new to
O’Connell who first took the oath of military service in 1983 as a USMC Platoon
Leader Class candidate, then in 1987 as an
ensign in the United States Navy and most
recently as a major in Air Guard and Air
Force. MAJ O’Connell serves as the Deputy
Staff Judge Advocate for the 108 Air Refueling Wing at McGuire AFB. He is temporarily attached to and deployed with the
Army’s 50th Brigade, 42nd Infantry Division in support of the Joint Task Force.

Commander, Joint Task Force Guantanamo, Brigadier General Jay Hood, USA and
Commander, 50th Brigade, Colonel Frank Caruso, USA pin the rank of Major on South
Amboy resident, John F. O’Connell (c).

ACTUAL ASPS PATIENT

Put your confidence in a plastic surgeon who is certified by
the American Board of Plastic Surgery.

Sandra J. Gatt, MD, FACS
540 Bordentown Ave., Suite 4100 • South Amboy, NJ
08879
In the South Amboy Medical Center

732-274-1500
www.sandragatt.com

• Moles • Skin Cancer • Wounds • Cosmetic Surgery
• Reconstructive Surgery • Lasers
• Also: Procedures Unique to Senior Citizens

Medicare
Workman’s Compensation

Medical Insurance
Visa/Mastercard
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Yearbook-Sayreville 1999
By Tom Burkard

The yearbook was titled “From Start
To Finish,” and what a year it was!
William Bauer was Superintendent of
Schools. . .Arnold Oftedal was principal. .
.Some SWMHS teachers were: Gregg
Palmer, Eleanor Schneider, Lynne Steele,
Matthew Pazinko, Angela Tomczyk, Lori
Rosen, Patricia Feltz, Lee Vozza, James
Craft, Susan Jaysnovitch, Donna Amato.
The Student Council was comprised
of President-John Jackson; VP-Shelby
Poplowski; Sec.-Erin Kelly; Treas.-Kelli
Cooper. . .The Senior Class Council: President-Karen Martin; VP-Kimberly Salaycik;
Treas.-Charles Bowden; Corresponding
Sec.-Nicole Teleposky; Recording Sec.Tifanie Bender. . .
Some of the seniors randomly selected
include: Jean Anthony, Ryan Appleby,
Candice Bauman, Jessica Barry, Anthony
Blaszka, Bella Boateng, Jennifer Bell, Dana
Brus, Troy Burke, You Chen, Christine
Chrzan, Maria Chu, Sarah Cobb, Kelli
Connors, Arthur Coward, Dominique
DeSantis, Mary Ellis, Mary Fallon, Brian
Feger, Robert Goscinski, Sandra Gieg, Tara
Hahn, Randolph Hammond, Tina Marie
Holmes, Thomas Hospidor, Vera Hunger,
Sarah Jastrzebski, Barry Kaplan, Thomas
Kapusta, Kimberly Keenan, Timothy
Kenny, Jamel Killiebrew, Michelle
Krainski, Jennifer Kukulski, So Min Lee,
Eric Leonhardt, Christine Lesko,Teresa
Lucadano, Ryan Masterson, Aalok Mody,
April Miller, Matthew McDonnell, Jennifer Murphy, Judy Ng, Jesse O’Brien, Patrick
O’Connor, Danielle Ogden, Walter Pytel,
Dana Pasztornyicky, Gema Patel, David
Pollando, Jonelle Quinto, Nadia Rucinski,
Abdul Savage, Brenda Shaver, Nisha Shah,
Scott Schlottfeld, Thomas Starace, Thomas Szcepanik, Matthew Steiner, Nicole
Teleposky, Abdullah Wahab, Drew Warden, Evan Weinstein, Christine Whaley,
Edward White, Toni Marie Zammit,

Vanessa Zielinski, John Farinick, Ken Hays
Jr., Russell Thomsen, Marcin Ziobron. . .
Pat Doll and Andrew Golden were CoEditors-In-Chief of Echo Lites, the school
newspaper. . .Elizabeth Vassallo and Winifred
Huang were Co-Editors-In-Chief of Images,
the literary magazine. . .Nicole Fitzgerald
and Shauna Lynch were Co-Editors-In-Chief
of Quo Vadis, the yearbook. . .Amanda Vineyard was captain of the color guard.
Mike Solovey and Sam Guine were the
drum majors in the marching band. . .
There were plenty of extracurricular activities ranging from clubs and organizations
to the many different sports teams. Popular
school plays in ’99 were “Romeo & Juliet,”
and “Fiddler on the Roof.” The SWMHS
Class of ’99 was a very talented and diverse
group of young adults who certainly made the
school and Borough of Sayreville proud.

Friends of Dowdell
Library Meeting
The Friends of the Dowdell Library will
hold a meeting on Wed., Sept. 8 at 7 p.m. in
the Library. Final plans for the Silent Auction, to be held on Sept. 18 will be discussed.
All are welcome to attend. For more info,
contact Library at 732-721-6060.
ST. JUDE
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored, glorified,
loved and preserved throughout the world now and forever.
Sacred Heart of Jesus have mercy on us. St. Jude, worker
of miracles, pray for us. St. Jude, helper of the hopeless,
pray for us. Say this prayer nine times a day for nine days.
It has never been known to fail. Publication must be
promised. Thank you St. Jude. -B.T.S.
MIRACULOUS INVOCATION
TO ST. THERESA
O Glorious St. Therea, whom Almighty God has
raised up to aid and counsel mankind, I invite your
miraculous intercession. So powerful are you in obtaining
every need of body and soul, our Holy Mother Church
proclaims you a “prodigy of miracles, the greatest Saint
of modern times.” Now I fervently beseech you to answer
my petition (mention here) and carry out your promise of
doing good upon earth of letting fall from heaven a
shower of roses, henceforth, Dear Little Flower, I will
fulfill your plea to be made known everywhere and I will
never cease to lead others to Jesus through you. Amen.E.P.

Hoffman Hi-Lites
By Lenn Ambroziak

Welcome to all our alumni and friends
from HG Hoffman High School who have
gathered here this afternoon. With today’s
6th annual multi class reunion at The Armory in Perth Amboy NJ, marks a beginning of a new era in our annual gatherings.
Although we are not within the confines of
our South Amboy — Our hearts and souls
are – If you gaze from the veranda overlooking the Arthur Kill here – We can almost see
the spot where we have gathered for the past
five years. And think of the wonderful memories that we established at the old South
Amboy Boat Club. Our desire is to continue
on with this tradition for many years to
come.
Sadly we will be missing Bill Marshall
who just recently passed away – He was a
wonderful man and a great South Amboy
historian and was a friend of our namesake
Harold G. Hoffman. Mr. Bill was always in
attendance of our annual alumni barbeques
with some great stories to share. Our sincerest regrets go out to all his family.
Back in October of 2003 a new Federal
Building was dedicated in lower Manhattan
in the memory of 1946 alum Theodore
“Tibor” Weiss. Who was a long term serving 17th District Congressman from New
York City. Congressman Ted never forgot
about his local roots and sadly passed away
in 1992. He left a wife and two sons and is
buried in Parlin NJ, rather than Arlington
National Cemetery.
We would like to proudly dedicate this
HG Hoffman HS 2004 reunion, to the
memory of these two outstanding alumni
gentlemen who gave so much back to their
school, friends, family “ God and Country“
The 2004 Multi-Class Alumni Party
Committee.
ST. JUDE
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored, glorified,
loved and preserved throughout the world now and
forever. Sacred Heart of Jesus have mercy on us. St.
Jude, worker of miracles, pray for us. St. Jude, helper of
the hopeless, pray for us. Say this prayer nine times a day
for nine days. It has never been known to fail. Publication
must be promised. Thank you St. Jude. -B.T.S.

Sunbathing
Nancy
By Al Gomolka Jr.
Times Poet Laureate
c.1977

I know a sunbather named Nancy
Who in a bikini is quite fancy
But that’s not to say
That in clothes she’s O.K.
‘cept the tan I admire, I can’t see
I enjoy this sunbather named Nance
Who’s just as pretty as an orchid
plant
And I don’t think it dumb
That I like this sun bum
For her pleasantness more than the
glance
Let me tell you this Nance is entrancing
And at times how I think of romancing.
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Fishing Flashes
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

732-721-9093
For All Your Health Care Needs

Peterson Pharmacy
"Serving The Community Over 100 Years"
• Money Orders
• Money Grams
• Film Developing
• All Utility Bills
• Fax
• Greeting Cards
•

Medical/Surgical Supplies

Now accepting payments for gas, electric, cable & others

FREE Delivery for Senior Citizens
132 North Broadway
732-721-0137South
Amboy, NJ 08879

Salt Water
The second wave of larger fluke has
moved into our area. Some party boats have
caught a few over 8 pounds. I’ve heard of
two 10 lb. fish and an 11, and even a 16pounder! Overall, fluke action has slowed
up a bit. The catching is good for shorts, but
keepers are harder to find. I finally was able
to go out in a small boat out of Atlantic
Highlands Bait & Tackle. I fished the
Bedford Flats area catching only 3 shorts,
but drenching rain, wind and thunderstorms
forced me to come in early. I fished in
midweek, mid-August. Party boat
bluefishing is still good. Most bluefish are
big, from 4-over 16 pounds. The fishing is
so good at times that they come in early from
catching too many fish. Some bonito are
mixed in. Even a few small dolphin have
been seen in the Chum Slicks at times. Local
beach action consists of small bluefish. Large
cow nose rays have been caught in the surf
and even moved into Raritan Bay. I saw at
least two at Cliffwood Beach over 30 pounds!
Some fluke fishermen have also hooked
them too. If something takes your rod and
pulls it into the water, you will know why!
Bottom fishing still consists of sea bass and
some nice large porgies.
Fresh Water
Action in the Delaware for smallmouth
bass has been good. The heavy rains continue to put a damper on this fishing overall.
A good bet might be to try Spruce Run
Reservoir for hybrids.

Crabs, Crabs, Crabs
On September 12, at the Cheesequake
State Park Interpretive Center, you can learn
about the crustaceans that inhabit the Park
area. You will explore the world of the
Fiddler and Blue Claw Crab. During the
program, you will learn about the behavior
of crabs, how to catch Blue Claw crabs and
how to prepare these crabs for table fare.
The program is for all ages and starts at 1
p.m. ADA Accessible. For more info call
732-566-3208.

Obituaries

J.J. Harrigan & Co. Inc
Realtors

OIL TANK
REMOVERS

PATRICK J. ROCK, JR.
Real Estate Sales Representative
Bus: 732-721-7500
Voice Mail: Ext. 12

Res: 732-721-6743
Fax: 732-721-4095

980 ROUTE 9, SAYREVILLE, NJ
Mailing Address: PO Box 37, South Amboy, NJ 08879

• TANK REMOVAL • INSTALLATION
• TANK TESTING • SANDFILL
• ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

(732)

ASI 566-0281
ADVANCED
SITE
IMPROVEMENT

Bailey, Henrietta Poetsch, 98, of
Sayreville died on Aug. 18.
Chionchio, Helen, 88, of Sayreville
died on Aug. 3.
Corvino, Joseph A., 71, of South
Amboy died on Aug. 17.
Giordano, Frances, 83, of Sayreville
died on Aug. 20.
Gorman, Helen M. “Bocci” McGowan,
82, of South Amboy died on Aug. 13.
Heck, Angelina, 90, of Sayreville died
on Aug. 1.
Kennedy, Jennie A., 84, of South
Amboy died on July 24.
Kriskowski, Frank T., 91, of Sayreville
died on Aug. 5.
LaFontaine, Wilfred L., 69, of Parlin
died on July 24.
Lyszczek, Mary, 84, of Sayreville died
on Aug. 17.
Marcinczyk, Susan Pawlak, 93, of
Sayreville died on Aug. 4.
Mosakowski, Anthony, 85, formerly
of Sayreville died on Aug. 3.
Murphy, Jean A. Kohler, 73, of South
Amboy died on Aug. 2.
Piech, Frank J., 77, of Sayreville died
on July 27.
Proctor, Richard F., 61, of South
Amboy died on Aug. 17.
Reich, Charles J., 82, of Parlin died on
July 25.
Richardson, Tina Marie, 36, of
Sayreville died on Aug. 18.
Shuller, Frank, 90, of Sayreville died
on Aug. 15.
Smoyak, Anna, 89, of South Amboy
died on Aug. 19.
Toth, Charles, 67, of Sayreville died on
Aug. 8.
Vogel, Alice, 76, of Sayreville died on
Aug. 17.
Watamaniuk, Wasyl, 87, of Parlin died
on Aug. 17.
Zambrowski, Catherine “Kate,” 85, of
South Amboy died on Aug. 11.
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One of the last views of the Victory Bridge is shown, as the construction nears completion
on the new bridge. (Photo By Sue Tavel)

Parlin resident, Emily Guttadora (c) celebrated her 100th birthday on August 8. Sayreville
Mayor Kennedy O’Brien (l) presented her with a Certificate of Recognition from the Mayor
and Council, and Assemblyman Joseph Vas presented her with a Joint Legislative
Resolution by Senator Vitale and Assemblyman Wisniewski. The awards were presented
at the Borough of Sayreville Council Meeting on August 9.

Parlin Woman Turns 100
Emily Guttadora (nee Smolski) was
100 years old on August 8. She was born in
Jersey City, and now resides with her only
child, Joan Bird in Parlin. Emily attributes
her longevity to “good genes.” One of her
sisters passed the 100-year mark and another reached the age of 99! She spends her
time watching TV-she’s an avid Jeopardy
fan. She enjoys watching sports, and her

favorites are golf, bowling and football.
She’s a big Tiger Woods and New York
Giants rooter. Reading also helps her pass
the time. Emily likes to work on the Word
Jumble in the daily paper. She has 6 grandchildren and 8 great-grandchildren. She
enjoys going out to eat, and was honored by
her family with a birthday dinner on August
8. Congratulations, Emily!

Longevity Medical “Chelation Study”

The Victory Bridge is shown resting on a barge as it is being removed from the Raritan Bay.
(Photo By Sue Tavel)

If you have or know someone who has
suffered a heart attack, are over age 50, a
non- smoker and have not had Chelation
therapy for the past five years please read
on.
The National Institue of Health is sponsoring a research study to test the effectiveness of Chelation therapy as a treatment for
coronary heart disease.
Longevity Medical of South Amboy,
has been selected as one of only 100 sights
in the country to participate in this important
study.

If you are determined eligible to participate in this study you will receive 28 months
of treatment and will be asked to take part in
32 months of follow up. You will not be
charged to participate and will receive the
study drug and vitamins and mineral supplements at no cost to you.
You will not have to alter any care you
are receiving for your condition and will
remain under the medical control of your
current doctor.
For more information call Doctor Ivan
Krohn at Longevity Medical 732-721-6789.
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OLV Oktoberfest

(located just south of Fun Time America)
•

Offering Pre-Owned Cars, Trucks & SUV’s

•

We also have in stock and access to all
makes & models of off lease vehicles.

•

Bank and C.U. financing available.

•

All vehicles guaranteed 100% with extended
warranties available.

•

We are in the same location for over 25
years.

Present this ad
for

3-Month Warranty
with the purchase of a vehicle

An Oktoberfest will be held at Our
Lady of Victories Parish in Msgr. Dalton
Hall on Fri., Oct. 29 from 7:30-11:30 p.m. A
German dinner will be served. A German
band headed by Bernie Bunger will provide
music throughout the evening. German
dancers will also provide entertainment during the course of the evening. For further
info or tickets, call the parish office at 732257-0077 or Teri at 732-727-7639.

St. Mary’s 1949-50
Reunion
On Friday evening, June 24, 2005, St.
Mary’s High School, classes of 1949 &
1950 will entertain memories night with
refreshments and pizza plus an auction of
autographed baseballs, Presidential Air
Force One coffee cups and other interesting
items at the South Amboy Knights of Columbus Council 426 Hall on Stevens Ave.,
South Amboy. On Saturday evening, June
25, 2005, the classes will hold their Dinner/
Dance at the Sayreville Knights of Columbus Victoria Room on Washington Road in
Sayreville. Sunday morning, June 26, 2005,
Mass and breakfast participation will conclude the 55th & 56th St. Mary’s H.S. Reunion.
Golfing, fishing and other activities are
planned for the weekend of fun, excitement
and friendship. If you know of any classmate of the 1949 or 1950 class who resides
outside the boundaries of the Raritan River
communities, please tell them to get in touch
with Cardinal McCarrick H.S. for further
information.

“Great Beds
Lighthouse”
Suncatchers Now
Available
Thanks to the efforts of the South Amboy
Neighborhood Developers (S.A.N.D.) our
Great Beds Lighthouse is the subject of both
a beautiful suncatcher and Christmas ornament. Suncatchers are available now and can
be purchased at the South Amboy Senior
Center or at the South Amboy Deli for
$16.95. Christmas ornaments will be on
sale along with the suncatchers at the Independence Fire Department Car Show on
August 1st and will then be available at the
above locations.
These items make a wonderful gift for
anyone who would like to have a little piece
of South Amboy in their home. These
renditions of the “Great Beds” are a wonderful gift idea for family and friends who may
have moved, but still call South Amboy
their home.
This is the latest in an array of projects
that S.A.N.D. has undertaken to foster community pride in our City. All profits from
the sale of these beautiful items are invested
in projects that improve the quality of life
for residents.
For additional information regarding
the above, please call 732.525.5969

360 Main Street
South Amboy, NJ 08879

(732) 721-1166
Lic. #11202

?

M&R
Plumbing & Heating Service, Inc.
SEWER CLEANING • BOILERS • WATER HEATERS
FREE ESTIMATES

(732) 525-8011

16 Birch Terrace
Parlin, New Jersey 08859

MIRACULOUS INVOCATION
TO ST. THERESA
O Glorious St. Theresa, whom Almighty God has
raised up to aid and counsel mankind, I invite your
miraculous intercession. So powerful are you in obtaining
every need of body and soul, our Holy Mother Church
proclaims you a “prodigy of miracles, the greatest Saint
of modern times.” Now I fervently beseech you to answer
my petition (mention here) and carry out your promise of
doing good upon earth of letting fall from heaven a
shower of roses, henceforth, Dear Little Flower, I will fulfill
your plea to be made known everywhere and I will never
cease to lead others to Jesus through you. Amen.
Say prayer every day for 9 days. By the 4th day ask
for a sign if prayer is to be answered between 4th and 9th
day you will se a rose in magazine, TV picture, or receive
roses, also can get a strange scent of roses in home even
if no roses present. Must promise publication. - B.T.S.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail) Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in my necessity. Oh Star of the Sea, help me and show
me, herein you are my mother. Oh, Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in this
necessity. There are none that can withstand your
power. Oh, show me herein you are my mother. Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee (3 times). Holy Mary, I place this cause
in your hands (3 times). Say this prayer for 3 consecutive
days. You must publish it and it will be granted to you.
Thank you. -B.T.S.
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Members of the H.G. Hoffman High School Alumni had a grand time at its multi-class reunion
on Aug. 22nd at Seabra’s Armory in Perth Amboy. Pictured (l-r) George Selover Sr., (Class
of ’37), Pearl Szabolscky Van Der Meiren, (’42), Blanche Neiltopp Switzer (’33), Anna Harris
Friberg (’38), Alice Herbert Matthews (’38), Dorothy Pearson Poetsch (’39), Mildred
Anderson Dix (’38). (Photo By Tom Burkard)

Hoffman Ring Returned After 22 Years
By Tom Burkard

Ron Dennen, a 1968 graduate of
Hoffman High School, went on to spend
most of his life in the military. In 1971,
according to his father, Harold, he was on
the New Jersey Turnpike in route from his
home in New Jersey, to his post, and pulled
over at a rest stop. He apparently took his
Harold G. Hoffman H.S. ring with initials
RLD, off to wash, and left it on the sink.
Fast forward 22 years to 2003, and a
guy by the name of Kent Roddy from
Edgewater, MD, sent a letter to Ron in care
of his sister Wendy, detailing a trip he took
with his father on the NJ Turnpike in ’71,
and stopped at the same rest stop Ron
apparently used and left. Roddy said, “As
I washed my hands at the basin, I noticed a
high school ring sitting on the basin itself.
It appeared that someone had removed their
ring to wash and forgot to put it back on. I
looked around and didn’t see anyone exiting the rest room. I wasn’t sure what to do,
but figured it was safer with me than some
cleaning person. I had no idea how to trace
its owner, but I held onto it just the same.
I put it in a drawer and then later in a
box as I moved several times since then.

My wife and I decided to clean our attic
before Christmas, a daunting task. As I was
going through a box that I had not opened
in 20 years, I came across the ring. I
decided that I could try the internet to trace
the owner. I searched all references to
Hoffman High and came up with a few. I
noticed that it said ‘Governors’ on the side
and decided that it must have referred to
Gov. Hoffman High School of NJ. Luckily, they list both South Amboy High and
Hoffman High. I called and a very pleasant
woman named Mrs. Walsh agreed to have
someone research the 1968 yearbook for
the initials R.L.D. It turns out that a guidance counselor that you graduated with
recognized the initials. He called your
sister Wendy with the news and she in turn
called me (I had left my number with the
school). Wendy was kind enough to offer
to forward it to you. I hope you enjoy it,
and I hope it brings you some joy. Sorry it
took so long!”
Harold Dennen said that he had Wendy
wrap it up as a Christmas present for Ron
continued on page 21

Exterminators
Protecting your
your business,
business,
Protecting
your
home,
your
family
your home, your family
For Over
Over 20
20 Years
Years
For

800-564-6368
732-721-6368

24 HR

EMERGENCY
SERVICE
SERVICES PROVIDED
•
•
•
•
•

Pest Control
Quarterly Service
Bird Control
Odor Control
Termite &
Carpenter Ant
Control

• Tick Control
• Flea Control
• All Types of Animal
Control
• Industrial, Commercial
• Cleaning All Types of
Homes & Businesses

$70
OFF
Any Termite Job
of $500 or More
Must be Presented at Tiem of Estimate. One
Coupon per Customer. With coupon only. coupons
may not be combined with any other offer.
Not valid with any other offer..

$50
OFF
Any Carpenter
Ant Treatment
Must be Presented at Tiem of Estimate. One
Coupon per Customer. With coupon only. coupons
may not be combined with any other offer.
Not valid with any other offer.

• Yard Clean Ups &
Debris Removal
• General Maintenance
• Climate Controlled
Automatic Vents
Installed

FREE
Pest
Inspection
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1960’s-Remember way back when summer picnics at the South Amboy Water Works Park
were events everyone looked forward to? Ahh, the good times!

Summer Memories From The 1960’s
By Fran Fitzmorris

Tom: I loved your summer memories,
many of the images are mine. For years, the
fabric of South Amboy centered around the
old Police Station on John St., and the now
middle school. Maybe you can put other
summer memories in future editions. For
me, my summers and weekends from age 813 were spent around the City Hall! Here
goes!
Playing hard ball and steammin’ in the
little court. . . The steammin’ box is still
there today! Playing steal the flag and run
around the school. . .Playing lefty-batting
your opposite, in my case right-handed. .
Losing 25 cent Spalding’s on the roof of the
school, and then going down to Joe Smoke’s
to buy two or three more. . .Hide and Seek at
twilight, with the tree by the swings as home
base! Using the monument with the flowers, to hide behind. . .Alex Pavich always
yelling at us to stay off the grass. . .Sock
hops on Friday night, with “Butch”
Tomaszewski playing the 45’s on a record
player. We would play “Chase” through the

dancers. Think “Stroll.” John Norek for
hundreds of one-on-one stick ball games. .
The very “young” Krzyzanowski Brothers
and the Tobin Brothers for filling out teams.
And last but not least, my “Stand By Me”
crowd- Leo McCabe, Billy Desmond, the
late Dennis Bolger, Tom Gorman, Ralph
Mundy among others, thanks for the memories!

South Amboy K of C
Elects Officers
The South Amboy K of C Council 426
of South Amboy chose the following officers for 2004-05: Grand Knight-Marty
Lampart; Chaplain-Rev. Joseph Romanoski;
Deputy Grand Knight-George Kardos;
Chancellor-Ray Wesley; Recorder-Wayne
Castello; Lecturer-Leo DiGuilio; TreasurerGlen Fallon; Financial Secretary-Rick
O’Connor; 3-Yr. Trustee-Jim Carney; 2-Yr.
Trustee-Fred Whiteley; 1-Yr. Trustee-Steve
Schmid.

South Amboy-Sayreville Times

Youth League Teams of Summer, Then and Now . . .

45 Years Ago. . .Pictured is the 1959 Knights of Columbus South Amboy Little Fellas League
baseball team. Some names and faces should be familiar to you.
Standing in back, Manager Tom Fitzmorris; top row (l-r) Jim Wallis, Tom Ploskonka, Rich
O’Brien, Pete Check, Pete Waters, Fran Fitzmorris, Jimmy Coan, John Coan, Paul
Edgecomb; bottom row (l-r) Billy Desmond, Danny Cheeseman, Jim Cleary, Hank
Wojciechowski, Reggie Carney, Teddy Wallace, Joe Vail, Jack Brennan. (Photo and
information courtesy of Fran Fitzmorris)

35 Years Ago. . .The 1969 South Amboy Babe Ruth League champions, South Amboy Trust
Co. were a proud bunch of teenagers. Top row (l-r) Coach Jim Heath, Henry Sager, Al
Pasztornyicky, Jim Keegan, Billy D’Amico, Gary Lange, Rich Krzyzanowski, Jim Heath, Tom
Boychuk, Trust Co. Representative, Jim Beshada, Manager John Lange Sr. Bottom row (lr) Tommy D’Amico, Frank Trpisovsky, Charlie Lange, ? Kevin Nemeth. (Photo and
information courtesy of Tom Boychuk)
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Kindred Has Busy
Schedule

New Music

Kindred, one of the finest local rock ‘n’
roll bands, led by South Amboy’s Joe
Bartlinski, has a full schedule of upcoming
performances. Their slate includes: Sept.
10-The Cambridge Inn, Spotswood; Sept.
11-Connie’s, Morgan; Sept. 12-South
Amboy Seafood Festival 12 noon show (Rain
Date Sept. 19); and Sept. 25-The Cabin,
Howell.

Gary U.S. Bonds-Back in 20
(M.C. Records)
Since the 60’s Mr. Bonds has proved
time and time again that you can “Teach An
Old Dog New Tricks” (first song). With an
ace blues/rock bands behind him (the Road
House Rockers), and a little help from some
old friends (Springsteen, Southside Johnny,
Dicky Betts, & Phoebe Snow) they combine
to create a good, solid, blues/rock album.
It’s on the line of Billy Hector (great blues
rocker), or any of the legendary Asbury
rockers. –Just an all-out fun, rockin’ disc!
Allman Brothers-Eat a Peach
(Mercury)
CD’s have come a long way since first
introduced in the 80’s. This reissue was
recorded in S.A.C.D. stereo, which is basically light years ahead of the original. This
was the disc that helped break the band to a
wider audience. It features the beautiful
“Blue Sky,” the rockin’ “One Way Out” and
the monster jam “Mountain Jam,” among
other rockin’ numbers. This is a disc you’ll
want to listen to again and again. One of
those ‘perfect albums!’
David Bowie-Diamond Dogs
(EMI)
Now 2 CD’s, this is the one that broke
Bowie wide open in the U.S. in ’74. This
was also the high point of the very creative
Glam Rock era. Glam metal riffs abound
from “1984” to “Rebel Rebel,” –tracks that
never grow old. The bonus disc includes a
vintage cover of Springsteen’s “Growin’
Up,” and a new radically retooled “Rebel
Rebel,” that Bowie had been playing on
tour. The sound quality here is excellent!
TVT -Mixed tape CD (TVT
Records)
TVT has recently released a comp. With
some ridiculously hot artists, including YingYang Twins, Lil Jon, and Jackie-O, among
others. The 13 songs also feature the skills
of 213 & Chyna Whyte, two up and coming
artists. It’s very rare that a label gets one
smash hit, let alone a whole roster full! The
grooves are focused squarely on the beat and
each song had its own hot hook!

#1 Pop Hits-Aug.
28th

Crosby, Stills & Nash are shown performing live at the PNC Arts Center on August 9th.
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

Crosby, Stills & Nash Excel At PNC Arts
Center
By Tom Burkard

On August 9th at the PNC Bank Arts
Center in Holmdel, legendary musicians,
Crosby, Stills & Nash thrilled a packed
house by performing lots of vintage hits
from their repertoire as well as some very
interesting brand-new material from Crosby
& Nash’s recently released CD.
The concert got under way with classic,
“Carry On,” and during the first half of the
performance, the crowd seemed intent to sit
back and relax while enjoying the fabulous
trio’s fine harmonies and incredible lead
guitar work by Stephen Stills. “Love The
One You’re With,” a ’71 Top 40 hit for Stills
when he was on the solo scene, was a topnotch pleaser, and really got the crowd participating.
After intermission, the band played
Buffalo Springfield’s classic 1967 tune “For
What It’s Worth,” and the crowd really
came to life. The sing-a-long, dancing and
clapping started and continued to the end of
the show. There were shades of the 60’s,
hippies, flower power, especially with Graham Nash performing barefoot throughout
the entire show!
Each member of the trio, and extended
family of backing musicians had a chance to
display their individual talents on “DÈj‡
Vu.” The solo tradeoffs were simply outstanding! An interesting new tune, “Don’t
Dig Here,” was about the government’s
decision to bury all the nuclear wastes under

a mountain in Nevada. The boys still get
their messages across, through song, as well
as, if not better than they did back in the late
60’s and early 70’s.
The songs that they performed from the
new album were: “Lay Me Down,” “Jesus
of Rio,” “Milky Way Tonight,” “Night Time
For The Generals,” “They Want It All.”
Some of the other numbers on their song list
were “Military Madness,” “Feed The
People,” Marrakesh Express,” “49 Reasons,”
“Helplessly Hopeless,” “Southbound Train,”
and all-time favorites, “Dark Star,” “Southern Cross,” and “Wooden Ships.”
CS&N received a huge ovation, and
came back for their first encore in which
they played “Woodstock,” a number 11 hit
on the Top 40 in 1970. The crowd loved it,
and called them back for another encore,
and this time it was also a ’70 hit, “Teach
Your Children,” which topped out at number 16.
Crosby, Stills & Nash still sound simply sensational, both musically and vocally.
They once again proved that they still have
tremendous drawing power, as can be attested by the overflow crowd at the PNC
Bank Arts Center. Most fans love to listen
to their old hits, but one cannot help but be
impressed with the great new sounds CS&N
have put together in recent years. I am really
looking forward to hearing the new CD by
Crosby and Nash!

1992-End of The Road-Boyz II Men
1985-The Power of Love-Huey Lewis
& the News
1977-Best of My Love-The Emotions
1966-Summer In The City-The Lovin’
Spoonful
1954-Hey, There
1943-You’ll Never Know
1930-Little White Lies

#1 Country HitsAug. 28th
1995-You’re Gonna Miss Me When
I’m Gone-Brooks & Dunn
1982-Fool Hearted Memory-George
Strait
1978-Talking In Your Sleep-Crystal
Gayle
1963-Ring of Fire-Johnny Cash
1955-I Don’t Care-Webb Pierce
1946-New Spanish Two Step-Bob Wills
PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one seems
to be deprived of all visible help, on far cases almost
despaired of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, faithful servant
and friend of Jesus, the church honors and invokes you
universally as the patron of hopeless cases, of things
almost despaired of, pray for me, I am so helpless and
alone. Make use I implore you of that particular privilege
given to you, to bring visible and speedy help where help
is almost despaired of. Come to my assistance in this
great need that I may receive the consolation and help of
heaven in all my necessities, tribulations, and sufferings.,
and that I may praise God with you and all the elect
forever. I promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful
of this great favor, to always honor you as my special and
powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage devotion to
you. Amen. Thank You St. Jude. -B.T.S.

by Phil Rainone
R & R Music DJ’s 732-316-9447

Get Back! At Union County Arts Center
Get Back!, featuring the cast members
of the original Broadway and London production of Beatlemania, will be performing
on Friday, Sept. 17 at the Union County Arts
Center in Rahway.
Get Back! Not only looks like a Beatles
concert, it sounds and feels like one! Using
authentic costumes, vintage instruments,
astonishingly realistic characterizations and
state-of-the-art digital orchestration, they
produce a powerful two-hour musical and
visual experience highlighting the 3 major

eras of Beatles music: The Ed Sullivan Show;
Sgt. Pepper; Let It Be/Abbey Road. They
perform over 35 of your favorite Beatles
tunes. This show is a must for Beatles fans
of all ages! Buy a ticket for the show and get
a FREE movie ticket for “A Hard Day’s
Night” shown on Sept. 18 at 8 p.m.
Ticket prices are $32, $28, $22 and may
be purchased online at www.UCAC.org, by
calling the box office at 732-499-8226, or in
person at the box office located at 1601
Irving St., Rahway. Call the box office for
more details.

Beatles fans! Don’t miss Get Back! The musical and visual experience will be held on Fri,
Sept. 17 at the Union County Arts Center in Rahway.
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Szatkowski Won 205 Games
By Tom Burkard

Don Szatkowski
Don Szatkowski, one of the greatest
and most successful coaches in St.Mary’s/
McCarrick sports history will no longer be
at the helm of the Cardinal McCarrick girls
varsity basketball team. Szatkowski, who

coached for over 13 years, and turned in an
outstanding record of (205-114, .643), built
the Blue & Gold girls basketball program
into one of the most talented and highly
competitive in Middlesex County.
Szatkowski guided the local hoopsters
to four Blue Division championships and
two Gold Division crowns. His hard work
and dedicated coaching paid off, as his 200203 team turned in the best season in his
career (20-5). He also had three teams that
won 19 games, and two that notched 18
victories. Last season’s club finished a
respectable (14-10). Through the years,
Szatkowski has also won “Coach of The
Year” selections.
Coach Don Szatkowski used the oldfashioned, hard work ethic to go along with
his complete dedication, as he turned the
Lady Eagles’ program into one of the best.
His coaching style always reminded me of
the legendary Reggie Carney, who guided
Hoffman to five straight Group I state titles,
and former South Amboy resident, Billy
Bulman, who took St. John Vianney to several state championships. Congratulations
on a great run, Don!

Mulvey Aims For Baseball Career
By Tom Burkard

Parlin’s Kevin Mulvey turned in an outWas it a tough choice deciding between
standing summer in the highly competitive whether to turn pro or further his education?
“The Cardinals did a draft and follow.
Cape Cod Summer Baseball League. Mulvey,
a right-handed pitcher, who finished a fine They continued to scout me after the draft by
freshman year at Villanova, didn’t expect to bringing some of their people in to see me
see to much action on the hill this year for the pitch. They got to the point where they were
Harwich Mariners, but emerged as one of the going to make me a great formal offer, but it
wasn’t going to exceed the value of my
team’s top starters.
“It was a great opportunity to play with Villanova scholarship, so I became a Wildthe best players in the country. It’s the best cat,” stated Mulvey. He will be eligible again
league for college baseball in the summer. for the draft after his junior year .
He continued, “We had a really good
There were amazing players and coaching,
and all the scouts were there. The housing year, last year finishing with 30 wins, which
and host family I had was great. They don’t was our coaches’ goal. The year before, they
get as much recognition as they should, be- won 16 games. The expectations after last
cause they make that league,” (a success) said year are we’ve got to go to the playoffs.”
Mulvey’s personal goal is “To decrease the
Mulvey.
After pitching with little rest early in the walks. The less walks the better,” he said.
season, he had a rough start, but managed to Kevin led the Villanova staff in victories in
get his ERA down to a fine 2.75 ERA, a .165 ’03 with 7 including big wins over Pitt, Penn
batting average against and a deceptive (1-3) State and Rutgers with outstanding efforts
mark. Over his last four starts, his ERA was against Georgia Tech and Notre Dame.
What about today’s
a miniscule 1.80. Mulvey
players? Who does Kevin
has blended in well with a
enjoy following?
team mainly comprised of
“Sheffield has the
sophomores, and has sequickest hands in baseball
cured a spot on next year’s
right now. He’s amazing!
club.
I like how Kevin Brown
The former All-Evpitches, but he walks too
erything pitcher for Bishop
many guys.”
Ahr High School recently
So, if you were faclost a heartbreaking 1-hiting Sheffield right now,
ter, to the eventual league
how would you pitch to
champ, Yarmouth/Dennis
him?
Red Sox, 2-1. He struck
“I’d throw him slidout 9 batters and threw only
ers away, stay away, a
96 pitches in the complete
change-up, down, and
game. Mulvey stated that,
hopefully he’ll chase.”
“I felt really strong in that
Kevin has had the opgame. The reason I went
portunity to spend some
so long was that my pitch
time with former Yankee
count was low all the way.
You can’t go above 100
Allie Clark of South
pitches, and it’s hard to get
Amboy. “Allie is a great
a complete game in that
guy and is a source of inKevin Mulvey
league.”
formation for me. I’ve
The talented hurler has five pitches in his also met Tom Kelly (’68 St. Mary’s graduate)
repertoire including two fastballs, one straight, manager of the ’87 and ’91 World Champion
one that sinks a little, a change-up, a curveball, Minnesota Twins, and Jack McKeon (South
and a slider. “My best in the count is the Amboy native) manager of the 2003 World
sinking fastball, because it gets a lot of outs. Champion Florida Marlins.”
My strikeout pitch is my slider,” he said.
“I’ve also been lucky to be around great
The Cape Cod Summer Baseball League coaches at Bishop Ahr and at the Baseball
has been around for many years, and has Warehouse in Highland Park,” said Mulvey.
served as a showcase for up and coming
When asked what big league team he
young and talented baseball players. Major would like to play for, Kevin responded, “I’m
League Baseball scouts are always at the a huge Yankee fan since I was little, but now,
games, and keep tabs on the progress of the since the Cardinals drafted me, I’m also a fan
players.
of the Redbirds. I know first hand that they
Kevin said, “We have an average of are a first class operation. I also know how
about 10 scouts at each game, and the week tremendously lucky you have to be to have
before and week after the All-Star Game, everything break just the right way, and that
there were about 30 at each game.”
is why I’m doing my thing at Villanova,” he
Drafted by the St. Louis Cardinals after said.
graduating from high school, Mulvey said
Kevin Mulvey summed it up by saying,
that, “The draft was a great experience. I felt “My dream is to play baseball as long as I
really honored to be the only high school can.”
pitcher in New Jersey to be selected last year.
With his positive attitude, motivation
I eventually chose to go to college and I am and dedication, to go along with his Godhappy with my choice. Now I’ve got a great given talent, I think there is an excellent
opportunity to continue my education, and chance that this young and gifted baseball
we have great coaches at Villanova, and I like player will one day, in the not too distant
it there.” Mulvey is majoring in Criminal future, play in the Major Leagues. Everyone
Justice.
in South Amboy and Sayreville is rooting for
you, Kevin!
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From the Sprots Archives . . .

Glory Days In
Local Sports
By Tom Burkard

This vintage 1927 photo of Raritan Copper Works Ingots baseball team of Perth Amboy was
provided by South Amboy’s George Stramback. The Ingots, a legendary club that competed
in the Industrial League featured well-known South Amboy-Sayreville players, many who
worked for the company. Stramback said that, “The word Ingot means a piece of copper.”
He also told us “The House of David and the Yankees played against the Ingots.”
Pictured Top Row (l-r) D. Diederickson, special policeman; Spratford, Stinson, Jimmy
Hyson, V. Jacobsen, VP, R.C.W.A.A.; W. Lund, Pres. R.C.W.A.A.; Zak, Soo, Johnson,
Wallace, team manager; Bill Harrigan, scorekeeper.
Bottom Row (l-r) Walt Rogers Sr., team captain, and former minor leaguer from South
Amboy; Russo, Creed, A. Segar, McGuire, L. Seger. Front (c) Mike Stamback, Mascot.
Familiar local names are Rogers, Spratford, Stinson, Hyson, Soo, Harrigan and Creed.
Could anyone help with first names or other info?

Pop Warner Football 1971-Frog Hollow
1971-Sabres vs. Leprechauns
In an inter-town rivalry between the
South Amboy Sabres and Sayreville Leprechauns, South Amboy won the Pee Wees
contest, 13-0, as Pat Eppinger ran for 9-yard
and 20-yard touchdowns. Walt Zamorski
added an extra point.
The Leprechauns thwarted the Sabres,
12-0 in Midgets action. Doug Eden recovered a fumble in the end zone, to give
Sayreville a 6-0 lead. Herb Drwal broke
loose for a 3-yard TD run for the final score.
NOVENA TO ST. ANTHONY
Oh Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints, your love
for God and charity for his creatures made you worthy
when on earth to possess miraculous powers. Miracles
waited on your word, which you were ready to speak
for those in trouble or anxiety. (Make request). The
answer to my prayer may require a miracle. O gentle
and loving St. Anthony whose heart was ever full of
human sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears of
the sweet infant Jesus who loved to be folded in your
arms and the gratitude of my heart will be yours. This
novena has never been known to fail. Say Our Father,
Hail Mary and Glory Be. -B.T.S.
NOVENA TO ST. ANTHONY
Oh Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints, your love
for God and charity for his creatures made you worthy
when on earth to possess miraculous powers. Miracles
waited on your word, which you were ready to speak
for those in trouble or anxiety. (Make request). The
answer to my prayer may require a miracle. O gentle
and loving St. Anthony whose heart was ever full of
human sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears of
the sweet infant Jesus who loved to be folded in your
arms and the gratitude of my heart will be yours. This
novena has never been known to fail. Say Our Father,
Hail Mary and Glory Be. -B.T.S.
PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail) Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in my necessity. Oh Star of the Sea, help me and show
me, herein you are my mother. Oh, Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in this
necessity. There are none that can withstand your
power. Oh, show me herein you are my mother. Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee (3 times). Holy Mary, I place this cause
in your hands (3 times). Say this prayer for 3 consecutive
days. You must publish it and it will be granted to you.
Thank you. -B.T.S.

The Frog Hollow swimming and diving
team lost to Rivercrest, 115-111. Winners
for the local team were: Cheryl Goerke,
Carol Goerke, Mike Goerke, Vinnie Short,
Bill McCoy, Andy Kaskiew, Mary McCoy,
Charlie Steuber, Donna Keegan, Kathy
Kehoe. . .

1938-St. Mary’s hammered
St. James of Red Bank, 9-2 in
baseball action. Winning pitcher,
Joe Conroy fired a 6-hitter and
struck out 7. Joe “Scoop”
McCarthy and Eovino drilled
2 hits each. . .1944-Sayreville
ripped Rutgers Prep 6-1 in diamond play.
Winning pitcher, Mickey Czok twirled a
beautiful 3-hitter, and fanned 12. Jim
Callahan belted a 2-run double. . .1955Perth Amboy pounded Sayreville, 15-2 in
the Tri-County Invitational Tournament. Ed
Prysak had an RBI single, while John
Marcinczyk took the setback. . .1969-The
Eagles’ boys cross country team breezed by
Pope Pius, 15-43. Alan captured first place,
Rich Therkelsen came in 2nd, Jim Shannon3rd, Kevin O’Connor-4th, and Andy Liyana5th. . .1979-Steve Szatkowski’s 2-run triple
in the bottom of the 7th gave Hoffman a
thrilling 6-5 CJ Group I semifinal win over
Montgomery. Szatkowski also notched the
win in relief. . .1985-Governors’ Scott
Gumprecht turned in a brilliant (11-1) record
for the baseball team, and led the county
with 116 strikeouts. He also finished 5th in
ERA with a superb 1.94 mark. . .1994Sayreville’s football club opened its season
with a 13-0 triumph over Piscataway. Bilal
King raced for a 37-yard touchdown, and
finished with 146 yards on 27 rushes. Pat
Walsh scored on a 1-yard TD plunge. Mike
Lordi had 2 interceptions, while Jim Keith
booted an extra point. . .

First-Ever National
Dust
Disabilities Convention Diamond
By Tom Burkard
Momentum is building for the first national convention for people with disabilities-the Americans with Disabilities Convention, Sept. 18th in Atlantic City. 19
states, in addition to New Jersey, have already expressed interest in sending delegates.
Some states are engaged in fund raising
activities to help constituents who want to
attend. And the two major party presidential
campaigns have acknowledged their interest in putting the event on their schedule,
while they continue to monitor the growing
build-up to the convention.
More info about the Convention and how
to get involved can be found at the convention
website: www.disabilitiesconvention.com.

All In The Family
The Nemeth Brothers of South Amboy,
Jim, Carl, Bob, Kevin and Sam all played for
Independence in the South Amboy Babe Ruth
League, and all except Jim began their baseball careers with Enterprise in the Little Fellas
League. Jim, the oldest starred for the P.B.A.
team.

Haley’s Big Game
By Tom Burkard

1984-Derek Haley blasted 2 home runs,
a 3-run homer and a solo shot to lead the
Sayreville Bombers to a 6-2 victory over
Madison Central. Bob Tomaszewski added
a solo homer to aid winning pitcher, Tom
Lasko’s 13-strikeout performance.

1950’s-Middlesex County Freeholders
Little Fellas Tourney-South Amboy Hollywood Sales 7 Fords Red Sox 3. Winning
pitcher, Jack Seaman struck out 10.
1964-SA Little Fellas League-Weiss 6
Protection 5. John Clark belted a homer and
triple to support winning pitcher, Larry
Kurzawa. Tom Szatkowski ripped a home
run and double for Protection.
1970-Midgets All-Stars-Morgan 10
Sayreville 5. Ken Spiecker and Ben
Jasionowski had 2 hits apiece.
1974-SA Girls Softball League-Senators 3 Angels 0. Ann Marie Reiger was the
winning pitcher.
1975-SA Little Fellas-Jo-Tom’s 7 Protection 6. Winning pitcher Mike Carney
struck out 12 and had 2 hits, while Bob
Aucone drilled 3 hits for the victors.

T.H.E.
Game
By Tom Burkard

Sport-Baseball
Year-1956
Teams-St. Mary’s vs. Sayreville (1st
Round of the Tri-County Invitational Tournament)
The Lineups
Sayreville-Paprota 3b Michalski ss Ron
Ciszewski lf Kuran 1b Witkowski p Carl
Applegate 2b Chitren cf Snyder c Wicklund
rf. Reserves-BobRees cf Bob Kuran rf.
St. Mary’s-John Graber 2b Jim Higgins
lf Tom Pristavec ss Kennedy c Hackett cf,
Conroy p Corvino 3b Leonard rf Joe
Viggiano 1b. Reserves-Phillips ss Thomas.
Recap-Winning pitcher, Bobby
Witkowski fired a 3-hitter and struck out 11,
as the Bombers romped to a 7-1 victory over
the Eagles. Sayreville received plenty of
offensive pop from Ron Kuran and Bob
Wicklund, who blasted 2-run triples, and
Vince Chitren added a 2-run single. Bob
Kennedy stroked a 2-run double for the Blue
& Gold.
MVP-Bobby Witkowski, Sayreville

1971-Hoffman Wins
CJ Group I Title
The Talented Hoffman Governors, under the managerial genius of John Zdanewicz,
defeated Henry Hudson, 8-0 to capture the
Central Jersey Group I State Baseball championship. Junior ace, Gary Lange was masterful, as he fired a 4-hitter and struck out 5.
Ron Croddick blasted a 2-run triple in the first
inning. Alfie Clark later lined an RBI single
to make it 3-0. Third baseman, Joe Vigilante
hammered a 2-run single in the third to up the
lead to 5-0, as Hoffman won easily. The
Guvs improved to (13-4-1), while Lange’s
record soared to (6-1).
ST. JUDE
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored, glorified,
loved and preserved throughout the world now and
forever. Sacred Heart of Jesus have mercy on us. St.
Jude, worker of miracles, pray for us. St. Jude, helper of
the hopeless, pray for us. Say this prayer nine times a day
for nine days. It has never been known to fail. Publication
must be promised. Thank you St. Jude. -B.T.S.
PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail) Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in my necessity. Oh Star of the Sea, help me and show
me, herein you are my mother. Oh, Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in this
necessity. There are none that can withstand your
power. Oh, show me herein you are my mother. Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee (3 times). Holy Mary, I place this cause
in your hands (3 times). Say this prayer for 3 consecutive
days. You must publish it and it will be granted to you.
Thank you. -B.T.S.
PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail) Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in my necessity. Oh Star of the Sea, help me and show
me, herein you are my mother. Oh, Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly beseech
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in this
necessity. There are none that can withstand your
power. Oh, show me herein you are my mother. Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee (3 times). Holy Mary, I place this cause
in your hands (3 times). Say this prayer for 3 consecutive
days. You must publish it and it will be granted to you.
Thank you. -B.T.S.
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Youth League Soccer-1989
By Tom Burkard

A talented Sayreville Recreation soccer team traveled to Virginia to play
Shenandoah County teams. 51 parents and
players drove to Woodstock, Virginia on
June 30, 1989.
The Sayreville team played two
Shenandoah teams, beating one Virginia
team 6-2, and 2 hours later came back to beat
another club, 4-1.
The team was coached by Frank
Kitchen, Ken Blekeski, Al Vass and Tom
Elia. The roster consisted of Mickey Shah,
Michael MacDonald, Robert Elia, Tom
Ehrlich, John Kitchen, Craig Vass, Kenny
Blekeski, Sal D’Alessio, Michael McBride,
Leo McCabe, Richard Elia, Robbie Lenar,
Jason Standowski, Tom Villanti, Eddie
McCabe, and Brian Blekeski. . .
The Sayreville All-Star soccer team,
sponsored by Dineen Realty captured the
Manalapan Memorial Day Tournament
championship. The 10-11 year olds were

1989-Popowski
Named AllAmerican
Hoffman/South Amboy High School’s
greatest softball player in history, Tricia
Popowski was selected Division I First Team
All-American center fielder. The sophomore standout leadoff batter for South Carolina University batted .377 with 25 extra
base hits, 32 walks, and had a slugging
percentage of .662 while striking out only
twice during the year. She was also named
to the first team All South Region for the
second consecutive year.

Pollard Hurls
Perfect Game
Jennifer Pollard fired a brilliant perfect
game to lead the Sayreville Athletic
Association’s 12-and-under softball team to
an 8-0 opening round victory over Manalapan
in the East Brunswick All-Star Tournament.
Sayreville finished third in the tournament.
The team roster consisted of: Tara
Rappleyea, Julie Braun, Mary Ellen
Lockwood, Leigh Ann Lockwood, Danielle
Scanlon Jacquie Ciak, Samantha Eveigan,
Jessica Costa, Sierra Roccaro, Haley Pagoda.
NOVENA TO ST. ANTHONY
Oh Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints, your love
for God and charity for his creatures made you worthy
when on earth to possess miraculous powers. Miracles
waited on your word, which you were ready to speak
for those in trouble or anxiety. (Make request). The
answer to my prayer may require a miracle. O gentle
and loving St. Anthony whose heart was ever full of
human sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears of
the sweet infant Jesus who loved to be folded in your
arms and the gratitude of my heart will be yours. This
novena has never been known to fail. Say Our Father,
Hail Mary and Glory Be. -B.T.S.
A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to
You. Allow your healing hand to heal me. Touch my
soul with Your compassion for others. Touch my heart
with Your courage and infinite love for all. Touch my
mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may always
proclaim Your praise. Teach me to reach out to You in
my need. Help me to lead others to You by my
example. Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me health
in body and spirit so that I may serve You with all my
strength. Touch gently this life which you have created.
Amen -T.B.

coached by Tom Elia, Frank Kitchen and Al
Vass. Their players were: Victor Smarro,
David Meringer, Mike Daly, Brandon
Margolies, Leo McCabe, Jason Standowski,
Erin Ward, Joe Kobulyar, Robert Elia, Tom
Villanti, Steve Velez, Craig Vass, Tom
Jankowski, Tom Ehrlich. . .
Landmark Tavern, a team in the
Sayreville Recreation Soccer Association
copped the Toms River Soccer Tournament
title on June 18, 1989. The team also went
undefeated to capture 1st place in the
Sayreville Soccer League. The champions
were coached by Tom Elia, Leo McCabe
and Frank Kitchen. The talented roster: Leo
McCabe, Ed McCabe, Robert Elia, Thomas
Ehrlich, Tom Villanti, Eugene Kim, Eugene
Mount, Chris Quinto, George Nowak, Todd
Casazza, Rich Elia, Brett Dusko, Michael
McBride, Arun Tharvvai.
Landmark breezed through four opponents, outscoring them 18-2 to capture the
championship.

Raritan Bay
Summer League
Local basketball teams turned in fine
performances over the summer in the Raritan
Bay Summer League at South Amboy.
In the 7th and 8th Grade Division, East
Brunswick, South Amboy and North
Brunswick were battling for first place, and
St. Stan’s was tied for 4th place with a (4-4)
record.
In the 9th Grade Division, Cardinal
McCarrick Blue Devils and Edison
Wolfpack tied for first with (5-2) marks,
although the Blue Devils held the tiebreaker
with a recent win over the Wolfpack.
Cardinal McCarrick Eagles team won
its first game by defeating the talented 7th8th Grade team of South Amboy. . .
South Amboy’s 7th-8th Grade team
standouts have been Lavone Graham, Sean
Ryniec and Eric Janz. . . Cardinal McCarrick
Blue Devils’ top performers were Mark
Simko, Matt Wiater, Sam Howarth, and
Mike Du. . . Ian O’Connor, Steven Politczky,
and Colin Krzyzanowski have excelled for
the South Amboy Guvs. . . Alvin BaptisteOusley has been the big gun for St. Stan’s.
Perhaps the most exciting game of the
season was when the Blue Devils, who trailed
the Colonia Patriots by 15 points at halftime,
battled back to tie the game on a 3-pointer by
Howarth with time running out. McCarrick
pulled out the hard-fought victory in OT,
61-58. . .
In a hometown thriller, Politczky scored
a clutch bucket with 0:06 left, to give the
South Amboy Guvs a 43-41 victory over the
Blue Devils. . .
Baptiste-Ousley connected on a huge
basket to beat the buzzer, to give St. Stan’s
a nail-biting 37-35 win over East Brunswick.
ST. JUDE
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored, glorified,
loved and preserved throughout the world now and
forever. Sacred Heart of Jesus have mercy on us. St.
Jude, worker of miracles, pray for us. St. Jude, helper of
the hopeless, pray for us. Say this prayer nine times a day
for nine days. It has never been known to fail. Publication
must be promised. Thank you St. Jude. -B.T.S.
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’84 Guvs Recall Title Team
By Tom Burkard

The 1984 Hoffman Governors, now starring for the South Amboy Diamondbacks in the Over
30 Baseball League are (l-r) Scott Gumprecht, Rob Ruskuski, John “Skeets” Skarzynski and
Dave Gumprecht. (Photo By Tom Burkard)

I recently caught up with three members of the 1984 Hoffman High School
Group I baseball state championship team.
They had just finished playing in an Over-30
Baseball League game at Waterfront Park.
Scott Gumprecht, John Skarzynski, and Dave
Gumprecht spoke very proudly as they recalled that memorable season long ago.
Scott Gumprecht “We had great teamwork. We grew up playing baseball through
Little League and Babe Ruth League, and
kept going right on through. We all got
along, and hung out. We did a lot of things
together. We had two of the best pitchers in
the county, (John “Skeets” Skarzynski and
Mark Thompson) and we didn’t make errors. Our players knew each other real well.
We knew we had faith in each other whether
win or lose. We were always loose. I
remember the championship game at
Princeton, and Al Leiter (currently with the
New York Mets) was pitching on the other
field. Before the final, we took “Phantom
Infield” practice with Coach Krzyzanowski.
That’s where you practice without a baseball, and make the plays and dives. The
other team was amazed!”
John “Skeets” Skarzynski “Most of the
team was seniors and a couple of juniors.

Most of us played three years together on the
varsity. We didn’t make too many errors.
We had a good hitting team with a batting
average over .300. I remember one game
when we were losing by one run to Dunellen,
late in the game, and Jimmy McCabe
knocked in two runs with a double, and we
won the game.
Dave Gumprecht “I was a freshman.
We all grew up playing together. The team
was so in sync!”
The team finished with a (19-3) record
and according to the players, was ranked #5
in the state in The Star Ledger. They also
went over the starting players by position
and also the reserves. Skarzynski and
Thompson alternated at pitching and first
base; Scott Gumprecht was the second
baseman, Rob Ruskuski starred at shortstop, Peter Smith, led the team with a .409
batting average, and handled the hot corner
at third base. The very fast outfield lined up
with Billy Bright in left, Randy Stratton in
center, and sophomore Andrew Moran in
right field. The reserves were John Attardi,
Bob Gallery, Richie Brown, and freshmen
Dave Gumprecht, Jim McCabe and Joe
Samuelson.
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Sgt. Willie LaFontaine

“Sgt. Willie” Remembered
By Steve Schmid

The death of Willie LaFontaine of Parlin
last month saddened friends at the South
Amboy Knights of Columbus Council
426, where he served as Grand Knight from
1990-91. His death at 69 was surprising
because he remained very active in the organization and is remembered as a man who
always helped when something needed to be
done. He participated in the remodeling of
the hall and helped install new lighting,
ceiling, paneling, and flooring. Willie was
a staunch supporter and helper in the three
annual Breakfast with the Easter Bunny
affairs, organized by myself and my wife
Cheryl. He always got to the hall early to
cook breakfast, set tables, make coffee, and
anything we needed. His hard work and
energetic personality, and his rapport with
the children will be badly missed. Other
Knights echoed these sentiments: PGK and
Hall Chairman Bill McAndrew said, “Willie
was always willing to help, and never turned
me down if I needed a bartender for a hall
function.” PGK Leo DiGuilio worked with
him on many home improvement projects
including work at Sacred Heart Church where
he was a parishioner. DiGuilio said, “He
never quit and he was always available if
you needed him. He loved being a Marine.”

The Faithful Followers
“How Muscular Tension Contributes
to Back Pain & Headache”
Stress and anxiety may originate in the
mind, but they don’t stay there. They take
up residence in our musculoskeletal system
bringing with them muscular tension and
sometimes even structural imbalance. Back
pain and headaches tag faithfully along with
muscle tension. The more we hurt, the more
we tense our muscles. It’s an unfortunate
cycle of reactivity to stress. Understanding
the cycle is the first step toward stopping it.
Muscular tension often starts with emotional pressure upon and within ourselvespressure from trying to hold or from holding
back feelings. These pressures persist, forming knots of tension in favorite spots along
our spine: between the shoulder blades, the
back of the neck, and the lower spine. Blood
vessels pass through muscles. Sustained
contraction of muscles reduces this life sustaining blood flow. As a result, less nourishment and oxygen reach the muscles and
surrounding tissues. Lack of oxygen can
cause muscles to spasm. Body wastes such
as uric acid and lactic acid accumulate in the
compressed tissues, causing further contraction. The muscles and its surrounding
area cannot function efficiently. This process can be the beginning of a condition of
tissue starvation called ischemia. Starving
tissues hurt.
When the muscles of the neck become

PGK Allen Chodkiewicz said Willie liked
young people, “He enjoyed children while
working events at the Knights, and took
pleasure from that. He was a Marine through
and through. I enjoyed working with him.”
Tom Burkard (SA Times Publisher)
said, “Sgt. Willie,” as I nicknamed him, was
most proud that he had served in the Marine
Corps. He loved the USMC. He was always
helpful, and I will never forget him for
helping me when I ran a coat drive with The
SA Times and K of C for the needy and
homeless many years ago. We loaded his
truck with winter coats that were collected,
and took them to the shelter in New
Brunswick. “Sgt. Willie” was a great person
and friend, and always there if you needed
him. He was probably the most truly patriotic and All-American person I’ve ever
known, and I will miss him, but never forget
his goodness. “Semper Fi,” Sgt. Willie!
Willie was a peacetime veteran of the
United States Marine Corps and achieved
the rank of sergeant. He was a member of
the John Basilone Detachment. Willie
worked more than 20 years as a pressman
and was affectionately known as “Sarge” by
co-workers in reference to his Marine service.

✥

hard from muscle contraction or misalignment, blood and oxygen circulation to the
brain becomes inadequate. The brain uses
almost one fourth the body’s blood supply at
any given time, so when there is constriction
on the nerve-sensitive blood vessels in the
head, you can definitely feel it. Muscles in
spasm put especially painful pressure on
blood vessels.
Nerves travel all around through your
head. Muscles in your head are strapped
over, under, and around other muscles. If
these muscle networks constrict on nerve or
blood vessels, mild to sever headaches may
result.
WHAT YOU CAN DO! 1.Sleep on a
firm mattress and avoid sleeping on your
stomach. 2.Use mild stretching exercises to
relieve muscle tension in the neck. 3.Have
your chiropractor make sure your spine is in
alignment and the muscles of your back and
neck balanced!

A Second British
Invasion

St. Mary’s Class of
’54 Reunion

Back in March my friend and I George
traveled to Manchester, England for a soccer match. It would be the first time that we
were going to see a top-flight game in one of
the world’s great leagues. It was a Saturday
and prior to the game we figured we’d hit a
local pub. We entered the Trafford Inn and
witnessed hundreds of men and women singing songs about their team. We grabbed a
pint each and proceeded to enjoy the festivities. No sooner had we settled in and all of a
sudden two lads come up to us and started
talking.
“Are you guys Yanks?” I guess they
noticed the American flag on my jacket. We
went on to have a great time prior to the
game with two guys that made us feel right
at home. We made it a point right away to
exchange e-mail addresses because they told
me they were coming to the states for the
Manchester United Tour in late July. Since
they showed us such a great time over there
I wanted to reciprocate and show them a
good time here. So I invited them to visit me
at Lagodas Tavern. The game date was July
31st. Two of the world’s great teams
Manchester United and A.C. Milan would
meet at Giants Stadium. The plan was to
have the English lads visit the night before at
Lagodas. The owner Ray Kukulski allowed
me to decorate the inside of the tavern with
all sorts of Man. U. posters.
They were running late and finally arrived around 7:45. Lagodas was filled because everyone had heard that we were
having visitors from England. The next three
horus were a blast with all of the regulars of
Lagodas proving once again that South
Amboy is a pleasant little city and showing
our English friends a great time.
The next day in the parking lot of Giants
Stadium we hooked up for the last time, said
our goodbyes and looked forward to the day
when we travel back across the pond for
another game in Manchester.

St. Mary’s High School Class of 1954 is
planning its 50th Reunion for November
2004. Anyone interested in attending or for
more information, contact Marge McKeon
Gorczyca at 732-727-0877.

NOVENA TO ST. ANTHONY
Oh Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints, your love
for God and charity for his creatures made you worthy
when on earth to possess miraculous powers. Miracles
waited on your word, which you were ready to speak
for those in trouble or anxiety. (Make request). The
answer to my prayer may require a miracle. O gentle
and loving St. Anthony whose heart was ever full of
human sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears of
the sweet infant Jesus who loved to be folded in your
arms and the gratitude of my heart will be yours. This
novena has never been known to fail. Say Our Father,
Hail Mary and Glory Be. -B.T.S.

Holy Name Officer
Installation
The Middlesex County Federation of
Holy Name Societies will hold its 1st meeting of the 2004/2005 season on Thurs., Sept.
16 at St. Stanislaus Kostka Parish, 225
MacArthur Ave., Sayreville, beginning with
an Installation of Officers Mass at 7 p.m.
Principal celebrant and homilist will be
Rev. Kenneth Murphy, Pastor of St. Stan’s,
who will install the following officers: Ed
Puchalski, President, St. Stanislaus Kostka,
Sayreville; Mike Corbin, Vice-President,
Sacred Heart, South Amboy; Ron Eden,
Treasurer, St. Stanislaus Kostka, Sayreville;
Art Zaleski, Marshall, Holy Trinity, Perth
Amboy. As of yet, the office of Secretary is
still open. After the Installation Mass, a
buffet meal will be served in the school
cafeteria. The meeting will follow. All
Middlesex County Federation Holy Name
Societies are invited to attend. For more
information, call Ed at 732-254-2903.

Nicole and Christopher Kelly of Marlboro are
shown enjoying cotton candy at St. Stan’s
Annual Carnival. Everyone had a great time!
(Photo courtesy of Lisa Kelly)

Cardinal McCarrick High School held its annual carnival recently near the South Amboy
Middle/High School. Once again, the event was a big success! (Photo By Brian Stratton)
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The Hole-In-Wall
By Tom Burkard

This is how The Hole-In-The-Wall appeared in the very early 1900’s. (Photo courtesy of Ken
Sumski, R & R Printing)

“The tunnel” or “That thing where cars
go through” are just a couple of ways new
people in the area describe The Hole-InThe-Wall in South Amboy. Located about
two blocks from the South Amboy Skating
Arena, where one side is close to Pupek
Road, and the other side is at the bottom of
Wilmont Street in the Mechanicsville section of South Amboy, the structure has been
around for a long time, probably before
1900.
The Hole-In-The-Wall is actually an
underpass/tunnel type creation that allows
vehicles and people to pass underneath railroad tracks that were used many years ago
by the Penn Central Railroad, and now by
Con Rail. It has a sidewalk that is partitioned off from the roadway by a safety
railings, and lights (It’s had many, many
different lights through the years) that are on
in the evening.
As a Mechanicsville native, I have lots
of memories of the vintage Hole-In-TheWall. I remember walking through it twice
a day on my daily trek of nearly a mile each

A current view of The Hole-In-The-Wall
from Ridgeway Ave. in the Mechanicsville
section of South Amboy. (Photo By Tom
Burkard)

way to St. Mary’s Grammar and High
Schools. After a long day, I always looked
forward to seeing it, as this meant I was
almost home. When we were kids, it was a
challenge or dare, and a major feat to ride
your bike through The Hole-In-The-Wall
on the roadway, when there were no cars
coming. Occasionally, we would run through
there on foot, and the very bold youngsters
would stand in between the pillars in the
center of the two lanes as cars would pass.
When we reached the legal age to get
our driving licenses, most local teens were
faced with the dilemma of driving through
The Hole-In-The-Wall, and many nervous
high school teens scraped the sides, and are
still looking for pieces to their parents’ cars
that they left behind when they hit the wall.
To this day, fearful drivers take alternate
routes so they do not have to drive through
the underpass.
Come to think of it, I was always amazed
how easily the old Marathon bus, as large as
it was and driven by the legendary Red
Wilson made it through without touching

This is a photo of The Hole-In-The-Wall as
it appears today from the North Stevens
Ave. and Pupek Rd. side in South Amboy.
(Photo By Tom Burkard)

The 4th of July, 1962. . .

July 4, 1962 marked the 50th Anniversary of the first Air Mail flight in New Jersey, which took
place between South Amboy and Perth Amboy. Going over instructions for the celebratory
re-enactment are (l-r) “Fritz” Lukie, South Amboy Patrolman Edwin Orzulski, ?, South Amboy
Police Captain Ed O’Leary, South Amboy Postmaster George Stader, Jay McKeon, and Bill
Casey. (Photo courtesy of Ed Orzulski)

the sides. Also the Mechanicsville Fire
Company’s large fire truck would speed
through it in route to a fire, and never scrape
the sides, with only inches of space to spare.
The bus drivers and the firefighters were
really terrific drivers!
Countless local teenagers can say that
they had their first kiss in The Hole-In-TheWall, (No, not me though). Some locals
considered it a romantic spot back in the
day.
Of course, we had the local hot rodders
with their fast cars and loud pipes who loved
to speed through and gun their engines for
the loud echo effect. Sure there was the
graffiti always written on the wall of The
Hole-In-The-Wall, and some youngsters got
their kicks by knocking out the lights inside
many, many times through the years. The
top of The Hole-In-The-Wall was a favorite
spot for pranksters on Picket Night before
Halloween, and many South Amboy Police
officers were summoned to chase the kids
who were egging cars as they passed by
below.
I sadly recall losing a Mechanicsville
friend and a baseball teammate in a tragic
two-car accident at The Hole-In-The-Wall
in the Spring of 1970. I often think of those
two great guys, and how their promising
lives ended when they were so young.
In the 1980’s a bar on Raritan Street and
Ridgeway Avenue (Where New DeLuxe
Diner is currently located) was named the
Hole-In-The-Wall Inn. Firefighters with the
Mechanicsville Fire Company members refer to themselves as “The Hole-In-The-Wall
Gang.”
Recollections of The Hole-In-TheWall
Dr. Kathleen Therkelsen (South
Amboy) “I remember walking through singing real loud and listening to echoes. Before
the lighting, it was dark and scary. As kids,
we’d run through as fast as we could.”
Estelle Pluskota (South Amboy) “It was
scary.”
Kevin O’Connor (South Amboy) “I remember the accident. I was watching Johnny
Carson. I heard the accident, and left the
house. I thought it was my sister, because
she had gone out earlier in the same kind of
car that was in the accident.”
Brian Strattton (South Amboy) “I remember that my high school classmates had
summer jobs with the City of South Amboy,
and they painted the inside. It also seemed
like whenever you went through, someone
would have to blow the horn.”
Joe Jaskowiak (Formerly of South
Amboy) “I remember when I scraped the
side of my mother’s ’61 White Chevy Impala, the first time that I drove through, and
I was being followed by a Marathon bus.”

Walking The Labyrinth
This is a fascinating experience to help
us deepen our faith. Oct. 19, Nov. 23, Dec.
14 from 7-8 p.m. at St. Catherine’s Gym in
Middletown. FREE will offering. For more
info call 732-495-7615.
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LETTERS
Dear Editor,
The thunderstorms that came through
our area on Wednesday night, Aug. 11, took
many people by surprise. The storms caused
many areas to flood and lose power. Flooding and power outages are not only inconvenient, they can be dangerous.
On stormy nights, most people stay
inside their homes with their families and
wait for the storm to pass over. However,
there are a select few that come out of their
homes to assist others during these situations.
I would like to personally thank
Sayreville’s Volunteer Firefighters,
Sayreville First Aid Squad members, Morgan First Aid Squad members, the Sayreville
Police Dept., the Office of Emergency Management, and the Public Works Dept. for
their dedicated service in protecting the
people of the Borough of Sayreville. These
men and women are truly heroes and heroines and deserve our thanks. They have
mine.
Very Truly Yours,
Thomas Pollando
Sayreville Borough Council President

Dear Tom & Brian,
Thanks for putting the picture of the
Daylight Bakery team in the paper. It came
out great! I was also glad that you guys were
able to fill in some of the other players’
names. I was wondering if you had any
more feedback from the picture. I always
look forward to your paper as soon as it
comes out.
Take Care,
Tony Ruszala
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Tom,
Great job! Your paper is the best!
Thanks for the picture of the Daylight Bakery team from 1962 in “From The Youth
League Archives.” It’s always good to
remember my brother Steve. You know I
miss him to this day.
Thanks,
Your Friend,
Scott Douglas
Sayreville

Ring Returned
continued from page 12
with ‘Do not open ‘till Christmas’ written
on it. Ron was “really surprised and very
happy,” his father said.
This is an amazing story about a really
good samartin, who had the initiative, and
took the time to track down a person he
didn’t even know. I’m sure he added some
happiness to Ron Dennen’s life. Kent
Roddy seems like the kind of caring person
anyone would like to have as a friend!
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Sacred Heart
R.C.I.A.
If you have never been baptized, or
never made your first Communion or Confirmation, or if you are coming from another
faith or no faith at all, the Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults (R.C.I.A.) may be for
you.
These are not religion classes, but are
conversations that flow from looking at the
Scriptures together to discover what meaning they contain for our life today. The
RCIA is a process in which we learn to open
our heart and life to God.
If you think you may be interested, and
for complete information, call Fran Beshada,
Pastoral Assistant at 732-721-2828.

4th Degree Officers
Chosen
The Msgr. Brady Assembly recently
installed its new officers for the 2004-2005
year:
Faithful
Navigator-Brian
E.
McLaughlin; Faithful Friar-Rev. Joseph B.
Szulwach; Faithful Captain-Albert
McLaughlin; Faithful Pilot-Stephen Schmid;
Faithful Comptroller-Edward Marks; Faithful Admiral-Robert Bove; Faithful PurserAlbert Leschinski; Faithful Scribe-Stephen
Krupski; Faithful Inner Sentinel-Michael
Roemer; Faithful Ourter Sentinel-Timothy
Graczyh; Faithful 3 Yr. Trustee-George
French; Faithful 2-Yr. Trustee-Donald
McClelland; Faithful 1-Yr. Trustee-Victor
Grieco.

Sayreville Class of
’56 Reunion

Poochie
Doo

ALL BREED GROOMING

149 NO. BROADWAY
SOUTH AMBOY, NJ 08879

732-525-1172

Sayreville High School Class of 1956 is
having its 48th Class Reunion on Oct. 15,
2004. They are trying to locate the following classmates: Robert Dittman, Janice
Hawkes (Owens), Joseph Jones, Benjamin
Krzywicki, Ronald Michalsky, Alice Millroy
(Kirkit), Catherine Buckley (Ryan), Rita
Schuh, and Walter Sullivan. If anyone has
info regarding the whereabouts of any of the
above, please contact either Mary (Kopervas)
Tauber at 732-254-4795 or e-mail
crabbymt@optonline.net, or Pat (Litz)
Sheppard at 732-716-1716 or e-mail
Patshep1767@aol.com.

Labor Day Hike
Enjoy a 1 1/2 hour hike on the Blue
Trail at Cheesequake State Park on September 5. During the walk, you will discuss the
seasonal attractions of the area. Hike starts
at the Interpretive Center at 1 p.m. Ages 10
& up. The cost is Park entrance fee. For
more info call 732-566-3208.

Deepen & Renew
Faith
Quest-Deepen and Renew Faith will be
presented by Sister Louise Gorka every
Wed., Oct. 13 thru Nov. 17, Dec. 1 and Dec.
8 from 10-11:30 a.m. $10 per session. Call
732-495-7615.

$1,000 Paint &
Material Grants
NPP Paint and Material Grants are currently available for residents of the NPP
area. South Amboy Program Coordinator,
Camille Tooker has ten $1,000 grants for
any resident who wants to “spiff up” the
exterior of their home by painting, fixing
porches, etc.
These funds are available immediately,
with only the qualifying criteria being that
you own the home and you reside in the
home. There are no income restrictions to
these grants, no payback, and no lien placed
against your property.
Once you are notified that your grant
has been approved, you make the purchase
of material and bring the receipts in to the
NPP office. You will receive your check in
the amount of the purchase up to and including $1,000 within 3 weeks. Anyone who is
interested can obtain an application from the
NPP office by calling 732-525-5969, or by
e-mailing TookerC@njtown.net.
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OLV Alumni Social/
Meeting
The newly formed OLV Alumni Association will host a Social for all alumni of
Our Lady of Victories School on Fri., Sept.
24 at 7 p.m. in Msgr. Dalton Hall. A short
general meeting will follow with plans for
the new organization. For info and to sign
up for this event please call Teri at 732-7277639 or Pam at 732-313-6111. We hope to
see all the alumni who signed up at the
recent OLV carnival.

Human Behavior
Classes
Fall classes will be starting at The Gathering Place. Sister Peggy Noone’s human
behavior classes will begin on Wed., Sept.
15 thru Nov. 17. Sept. 15 class is “Clearing
the Clutter in Your Life.” 7:30-9 p.m. $10
per class. Call 732-495-7615 for more info.
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St. Mary’s R.C.I.A.
St. Mary’s Parish is now accepting registration for any adult (age 14 or older) who
is interested in preparing for Baptism, First
Communion, or (age 16) for Confirmation.
The RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation
of Adults) begins with several weeks of
inquiry sessions. Joined by team members
and supported by the entire parish community, participants will journey through the
scriptures and learn more about the Catholic
faith and tradition. No prior knowledge of
the Bible is necessary.
Sessions will be held on Sundays from
8-11 a.m. This will be the ONLY preparation available for adults this year. Catholics
must have celebrated all three Sacraments in
order to serve as godparents or sponsors.
To register or for more information,
call Susette Lucarello at 732-525-0141.

Vendors/Crafters
Sought
Vendors and crafters are being sought
to participate in Sayreville Community Day,
Sun., Oct. 17 at Sayreville War Memorial
HS from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. If interested call
732-390-7070 and leave message or e-mail
Pattiann812@aol.com

The family of South Amboy’s Don Carroll recently honored him at Buttonwood Manor with
a dinner/get together for his 75th birthday. His big day is Aug. 29th. Happy Birthday!

South Amboy’s Tony Gonsalves pays his respects at the American Cemetery at Omaha
Beach during a recent trip to Normandy, France.

S.A. High School Students Visit Omaha
Beach
Earlier this month 20 high school students began an extraordinary trip to Europe.
They arrived in Paris on July 1st and settled
in for a couple days. While touring the city
the expressions of excitement were everywhere. When we turned a corner and the full
view of the Eiffel Tower was right in front of
us you should have heard the kids. “Wow
would you look at that? I’ve seen it a hundred times in books but I never thought I’d
see it in person. It’s beautiful.”
We then traveled north to the American
cemetery at Omaha Beach. On June 6th
1944, D-Day, nearly 8 thousand Americans
lost their lives in one of the most important
battles in history. The students had a chance
to tour the D-Day museum and to walk
through the American cemetery. The thousands of crosses that dotted this beautiful
landscape made all who were there feel
pride in their country.
We then traveled back to Paris for another couple days before traveling south to
the medieval city of Carcassonne. This is a
nearly perfectly preserved town built around

1200. After a brief stop we are on our way to
an overnight train that would take us to
Barcelona, Spain. We spent a couple days
here touring this beautiful city with the
highlight being a trip to the Picasso Museum
and viewing one of his most famous works
called Guernica.
It was then on to Madrid for a couple of
nights but all the students by this time had
enough touring. They were looking forward
to our last few days, which would be spent
on the Mediterranean coast of Spain in a
town called Torremolinos just south of
Malaga. These days were nothing but beach
and relaxing days.
This was the longest trip for students,
14 days, ever run out of South Amboy. Our
kids proved once again that given the proper
leadership, clear guidelines, and the feeling
that “we were family” that they could handle
the responsibility of traveling to Europe.
Any adult wishing information on the
Queen Mary II cruise for next July please
contact Tony G at 732-525-5303.
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